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COPYRIGHT LAW 
( Need for Revision ) 


INDAR NATH MADAN, M.A., Ph.D. 
Panjab University, Simla. 


Lord Westbury once said, ‘‘there is no better criterion of the progress 
of anation in civilization and intellectual culture than the respect 
and protection afforded by its laws to works of literature and art’. 
The importance of the copyright law was realised in the nineteenth 
century ; but no attempt was made t» give or create copyright until 
1710. The literary copyright for fourteen years was first established in 
1714; and this was extended to twenty eight years or for the life of 
the author ata later stage. The protection to paintings, engravings, 
photographs was given in 1862 for the first time. The story of the 
word ‘‘copyright” is highly fascinating in its origin. It came into 
existence in a strange manner. The Stationers’ Company was founded 
by the Royal Charter in 1556, and from the beginning it has kept register 
books. The titles of all publications and reprints had to be entered 
in them prior to publication. None but booksellers were members 
of the Stationers’ Company ; and no entries could be made in their 
register books except in the names of members. The book referred 
to in the entry became the ‘‘copy” of the member or members who 
had caused it to be registered. The book, by virtue of this registration, 
became the property of the member or members’ who had affected 
the registration. This was the ‘right’ of the stationer to his ‘copy’ 
‘Copyright’ at first is therefore not an authors’, but a booksellers’ 
copyright. The authors came on the stage, when in 1710 the publishers 
secured the first Copyright Law in the world. 


All this is past history; but it is necessary to know it before one 
can grasp the importance and significance of copyright law in the 
context of the present situation. The growth of copyright falls into 
three successive periods ; a period of internal legislation in each country, 
a period of agreements and international treaties seeking to remedy 
the inadequacy of a natréw ‘nationalistic Outlook regarding the literary 
and artistic works; and a period of truly international legislation. 
The stages of this growth and evolution may be roughly dated 1710, 
1884 and 1928. In the first period, urgent measures were required 
to safeguard the rights of authors from the dangers arising out of the 
increase in the production of books. In the record period, a number 
of jurists from all the countries of Europe formulated certain principles 
for legislation concerning literary and artistic property. A model bill 
was submitted to the various States for consideration and adoption. 
At one of its Congresses in Rome, it was decided to convene two 
international conferences whose work bore fruit. The Berne Convention 
was the outcome of these conferences. It comprised thirtynine countries 
and demonstrated the possibility of agreement on essential points ; 
even though the legislation could not be uniform in these countries. 
The New World could not remain idle at this stage. The American 
Continent formed their own association for the- protection of copyright. 
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The stage for universal legislation was set. The world has passed 
out of the stage of national legislation or agreements between different 
nations. The world wars interrupted this work. At present the obstacles 
consist in the political and ideological differences which afflict the task 
of drafting a universal bill on essential points for the various 
countries. 


The International Convention based on the recommendations made 
by the Experts Committee of Unesco shall be open to signature 
and adhesion by any state; it shall not abridge any legal right of 
protection derived from any existing treaty ; it shall provide that each 
contracting state shall make provision for its law by legislature or judicial 
decision or administrative order for the protection of literary, scientific 
and artistic works ; it shall further provide protection on all points 
upon which agreement can be reached between the contracting states. 
The Convention shall provide the rules by which to determine in 
which state any particular work originates ; it shall provide for perio- 
dic conferences for its possible revision. These are some of the 
main recommendations made by the Experts Committee on International 
Copyright. 

The Government of India is not only a party to these decisions ; 
it is also a signatory to these recommendations. The Government of 
India Act of 1914 on Copyright is out-moded and out-of-date in 
the light of these recommendations. It is high time for the Ministry 
of Law of the Government of India to revise its copyright law in 
order that it may suit the modern conditions created by scientific 
inventions. It has been observed by those who are intimately concerned 
with the literary and scientific creations that the existing law does 
not provide adequate protection to authors and publishers. The 
infringement of copyright has become a common practice in the country. 
The rights of translation and adaptations are not properly known both 
to writers and publishers. It is especially true of those who write 
in the Indian languages. It has become very difficult to find out 
cases of infringement of copyright in all the Indian languages ; and 
it is still more difficult to take any legal action against the infringers 
of copyright. The poor author and the publisher are helpless against 
the general breach of copyright law which does not provide adequate 
protection to literary and artistic property. Associations of publishers 
and authors are needed to detect such infringements of copyright and 
specialists are required to take legal action against alleged culprits. 
It has become necessary to pay proper attention to the revision 
of copyright law and create suitable conditions for its observance ; 
otherwise the future of authorship and book business will remain dark 
in our country. 
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OUR REGRETS 


In our issue of June 1950, with the article entitled— 
‘Public Libraries in Bombay’, by Mr. T. D. Waknis, we 
inadvertently published after his name (F. L. A.). We 
much regret that this occured, 
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THE LAW OF COPYRIGHT IN INDIA 
G. L. TREHAN 


Secretary, Punjab Library Association, Simla. 


Mr. Trehan in this article tells the readers succinctly and clearly 
what the law of copyright is and what are the salient features of the 
Indian Copyright Act, 1914. It aims at making it intelligible to the 
layman aswell as to the writer or the artist as to the rights and obligations 
of authors, publishers and printers under the Act, and deals with the 
remedies that exist for the infringement of Copyright in a work and the 
penalties imposed by law. He compares the provisions of this Act as 
well the press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, with the English 
Statute of Copyright of 1911, and suggests that all the State Governments in 
India should declare certain public libraries as copyright or Depository 
libraries to all books printed in their States, copies of which must be 
supplied by the printers and publishers free of cost, as soon as a new 
book is published. In the end he refers to International Conventicns as 
to copyright and invites Government of India’s attention to the work 
done by the Unesco with a view to bring about international understanding 
on the problems of copyright—Editor. 


“Of all forms of ownership the least disputable is undoubtedly that in 
the product of human genius.’’—Lakanal. 

Nothing can with great propriety be called a man’s property 
than the fruit of his brain. The labour of his mind is no less arduous 
and consequently no less worthy of the protection of the law. The 
patent law and copyright law protect the rights of ‘‘ownership’”’ peculiar 
to the intellectual worker. The holder of the property rights e.g. 
the writer or artist is entitled to expect from his work the fullest 
possible economic yield without constraint by third parties. The creator 
has the same rights in his work as in a chattel. According to on 
American jurist, Mr. C. Reinold, ownership an ‘‘enclosure’’ within 
which one may do as one wills. The subject of right conferred under 
this type of ownership is definitely not the ‘‘disembodied’’ idea as 
such, but the actual work in physical and economically exploitable 
form and the right itself consists in a ‘‘monoply of exploitation’’. 
According to Louis Josserand, a French jurist, it represents the modern 
method of acquiring material property. The right is born at the moment 
the idea is communicated to the public. There is no copyright in 
ideas; the language in which the idea is expressed is the only thing 
protected. It was, therefore, only after the introduction of printing 
that the question of copyright in literary works could be expected 
to arise. 


Copyright is the sole and exclusive liberty of printing or otherwise 
multiplying copies of any work or any substantial part thereof in any 
material form whatsoever. The word ‘copyright’? is purely of English 
origin and has a history behind it. In 1710 the first copyright law 
in the world was passed in the shape of the famous Statute of Queen 
Anne which provided that author and his assigns should have the sole 
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right of printing his new works for fourteen years, while in the case 
of existing books there was to be but one term of* twenty-one years. 
Then by the Act of 1842 the statutory periods of protection were 
extended. Now by Copyright Act, 1911, which applies to literary musical 
or artistic works, theiterm for which copyright shall subsist is the 
life ofthe author and a period of fifty years after his death, It is also 
provided therein that at any time after the expiration of twenty-five 
years copyright in the work shall not be deemed to be infringed by 
the reproduction of the work for sale if the person reproducing it 
Proves that he has given the prescribed notice in writing of his intention 
to reproduce the work, and that he has paidin the prescribed manner 
to, or forthe benefit of the owner of the copyright royalties in respect 
ofall copies of the work sold by him calculated at the rate of ten 
percent on the price at which he publishes the work. In case of 
works of joint authorship, copyright ends fifty years after the death 
of the author who dies first, but if the surviving author is still living 
at the expiration of the fifty years, then for the period of the life 
of the latter only. In certain cases there isa fixed term of fifty years 
for the duration of copyright viz. Government publications, posthumous 
works (fifty years from publication) and photographs, 


The Indian Copyright Act,* 1914 (Act I{I of 1914), which modifies 
and adds to the provisions of the English Statute (Copyright Act, 
1911) in its application to India, is the Act in force in India. 
The salient features of this Act are that with regard to works first 
published in India the right of producing, reproducing, performing or pub- 
lishing a translation shall be restricted to a term of ten, years from the day 
of first publication of the work, but if during this period the author 
or any other person authorised by him shall have published in any 
language whatsoever a translation of such work, the exclusive right 
of producing, reproducing, performing or publishing or translation in 
that language shall not be subject to the above restriction. It 
also provides for offences in respect of infringing copyrights and 
punishment with fine which may extend to twenty rupees for every 
copy infringed but not exceeding five hundred rupees in respect of 
the same transaction. Possession of plates for purposes of making 
infringing copies is also an offence punishable with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees. Every suit or other civil proceedings 
regarding copyright are to be instituted and tried in the High Court 
or the courtof District Judge. 


The author of a work is the first owner of the copyright therein. 
When an author is under a contragt of service the copyright in work 
produced vests automatically in his employer in the absence of any 
agreement to the contrary, but where the work is article or other 
contribution to a newspaper, magazine or similar periodical, there 
shall, in the absence of any agreement to the contrary, be deemed 
to be reserved to the author a right to restrain the publication of 
the work, otherwise than as a part of a newspaper, migaizine or 
similar periodical. In other words, the ‘“tvolume rights” for collected 
work are excluded from the employer’s copyright although the “‘serial 
rights” pass without any assignment and these volumes rights are thus 
held in suspense and cannot be exercised by any one until a special 
agreement is entered into inthis respect. The owner of the copyright 
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in any work may assign the right, either wholly or partially and 
may grant any interest in the right by licence, but this assignment 
or grant must be in writing signed by the owner of the right or 
by his duly authorised agent. A contract between the author and 
the publisher isa personal one and cannot be assigned. The law 
precludes the assignment of an undertaking todo the work for which 
a party was selected on his personal qualifications. If the author 
dies, any incomplete contract is discharged and his executors or heirs 
are free from liablity. 


Copyright is infringed by any one who does anything, the sole 
right to do which is conferred on the owner of the copyright, if done 
without the owner’s consent. It is also an infringement to sell or let 
for hire, to exhibit or distribute work whicha person knows to be 
itself an infringement of copyright. There is, however, no infringe- 
ment unless the matter copicd constitutes a substantial part of the 
publication. A transcript with colourable additions and variations is 
practical, but there must be more than mere passages which have to 
be tracked through hundreds of pages. Quotations for purposes of 
review and fair abridgements or abstracts are protected. In India, 
where literary works such as books and poems may not be copied 
without the author’s consent, the author receives no protection against 
unauthorised recording of these works on phonograph records, or 
unauthorised recitation in public or by broadcasting even though the 
recitation be fur benefit. The author will be acquitted of literary 
dishonesty if he had acknowldeged properly the original sources, but 
this may not free him from liablity for damages in case the sale 
of the original work is injured. There are certain works of the nature 
of compilations, such as directories and dictionaries, in which originality 
is out of the question. The testinsuch cases as laid down by judicial 
authorities is the amount of real intellectual effort given and an author 
must always acknowledge the use he has made of existing works. 
The one general remedy of the aggrieved owner of copyright is to 
sue for an injunction, The owner is also entitled to all such remedies 
by way of damages, accounts and otherwise as are or may be conferred 
by law for the infringement of a right, and all plates used or intended 
to be used for their production shall be deemed to be the property 
of the owner of the copyright, who can, therefore, proceed for the 
recovery of the possession thereof, or in respect of the conversion 
thereof. In the United States of America penalty for infringement 
of copyright ranges from the minimum of 250 dollars to the maximum 
of 1500 dollars in an actionat law. In India in one case Dr. Rabindra 
Nath Tagore was paid eight hundred rupees by an order of the 
Allahabad High Court for infringement of copyright of one of his 


poems. 


We have also an earlier Act called the Press and Registration 
of Books Act,, 1867 (Act XXV of 1867). This Act imposes statutory 
obligation on printers to deliver gratis to Government printed or 
lithographed copies of every book printed or lithographed in the States 
at such place and to such officer as the State Government notifies in 
the official Gazette, within one calendar month after such book is out 
of the press, and they are also required to deliver other such copies 
not exceeding two free of expense ona requisition made by the State 
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Government on them according to their directions. The Act imposes 
penalties for keeping presses without making declarations, for printing 
or publishing periodicals without conforming to rules and penalties 
for failure to supply copies of books and newspapers gratis to Govern- 
ment. The English Statute (Copyright Act, 1911) requires the publisher 
of every book, on pain of fine of £5 and the value of the book, 
to deliver a complete copy to the British Museum within one month 
after publication. Upon receipt of a written demand within twelve 
months after publication from the authorities having the control of 
certain libraries, the publisher is again bound to supply acopy. Such 
libraries are the Bodlein Library at Oxford, the University Library 
at Cambridge, the Library of the Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh, 
the Library of Trinity College, Dublin, and the National Library of 
Wales. Such a provision does not exist under the Indian Copyright 
Act, 1914, although under the Press and Registration of Books Act, 
1867, as stated above, every printer is required to send copies of 
each publication to the Government of the State concerned free of 
expense as soon as published. So far no copyright libraries have been 
set up in India by statute in the same way as are existing in the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America which could be 
the depositories of all books published in the country. Under the 
Copyright Act, 1911, there is also a provision for the payment of 
annual compensation out of the Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom to a library for the loss of the right to receive gratutious 
copies, provided the compensation is applied in the purchase of such 
books to be preserved and used in the library. Establishment of 
Copyright libraries by law in all States of India is a dire necessity 
in order to preserve all books published in the country and to make 
them accessible to authors, scholars and writers when required. ‘The 
Government of the State of Bombay, it is learnt, have notified four existing 
public Libraries situated in Bombay, Ahmedabad, Poona and Dharwar, as 
Copyright libraries where copies of all books printed in the State are 
required to be delivered by the printers and publishers under the Press 
Registration of Books, Act, 1867, as amended by them. The provisions of this 
Act can likewise be suitably amended by other States to make some important 
and flourishing Public Libraries in States as depositories of books supplied 
free of cost by the printers and publishers as soon as published. The State 
Government of Punjab has already moved in this direction anda Bill to 
amend this Act will be considered in the autumn session of the State 
Legislature. It is suggested that to start with Government should 
notify the Municipal Library, Simla, the Municipal Library 
Amritsar and the Guru Gobind Singh Public Library, Ambala Cantt. as 
depository libraries for this purpose. 


In order to create interest of India on the subject of international 
copyright, a reference to it will not be out of place here. There 
already exist multilateral international conventions for the protection 
of library and artistic works. The most important of these are the 
Convention of Berne Copyright Union comprising 40 countries and the 
Pan-American Convention. The Berne Copyright Union does not include 
China, the U.S. R. R. nor any of the countries of the American continent 
except Brazil and Canada. The Convention of this Union is open to 
accession by any non-membercountry. International copyright is con- 
cerned with treaties or conventions between nations requiring their 
signatories to respect in their countries, the copyright of nationals of 


42 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 












FF Ve 





¥ Fstesl © ia tas atl i tin 


en 











G. L. TREHAN 





their signatories. International Copyright established by the Convention 
of Berne and the Pan-American Convention are things to be proud of 
and rejoice over, as their provisions are sure to enrich some good 
authors, poets novelists or playwrights of international fame. UNESCO 
opened a Copyright Division three years ago with the objective of 
improving international copyright relations. It initiated studies in copy- 
right and is continuing ‘its comparative and critical study of copyright 
problems and of the ways in which they are solved in and between 
the various countries of the world”, In order to arrive at a workable 
agreement on the desirability of creatinga single World-Wide Copyright 
Convention a Committee of Experts was appointed to consider ways and 
means whereby an entirely new International Convention could be prepared 
having for its object the universal protection of author’s rights. In July 
1949 this Committee recommended that the view of Govenments should 
be obtained on a proposal for an International Convention for the 
protection of literary and artistic works based broadly on three 
principles viz. 
(1) each country to have a law for the protection of literary and 
artistic works; 
(2) nationals of each country to enjoy national treatment in all 
other countries; and 
(3) such additional provisions for minimum protection as could 
be agreed upon. 


The Perminent Committee of the Berne Copyright Union at Neuchetel 
in 1949 also suggested that the Berne Convention might be amended 
so as to encourage fresh accessions. Further steps inthis direction 
would be taken when Unesco has received observations of the Governments 
of various countries. As Dr. Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress, 
in his interesting and informative lecture delivered on the occasion of 
the 13th R.R. Bowker Memorial Lecture of the New York Public 
Library, puts it, ‘‘Copyright properly understood and wisely handled 
may be at the same time a powerful stimulus to creation and the means 
of opening the channels of dissemination of thought, information and 
debate’. We in India must consider this essential aspect of the problem 
so that personal inititiave may be preserved and greater equality of 
opportunity may be afforded and the evils of monoply with a minimum 
state control may be avoided so as to reconcile freedom and integrity 
of thought, speech and communciation to media of mass communiciation. 


You May Also Read 


S 1. Copyright and the Public Interest.—Luther H. Evans (Unesco z 
% Copyright Bulletin, Vol. 2, No. 1. Page 2—32.) 2 


& 2. Comment on {nternationel Copyright Protection. —Jean : 
% Escarra. (Unesco Copyright Bulletin, Vol. 2, No. 4. Page 2—10.) 


Ss Unesco and a World-Wide Copyright Information Service.— s 
% Arthur Fisher. (Unesco Copyright Bulletin, Vol. 3. No.1. Page % 


4. A Pattern for a Universal Copyright Convention.—John 
Schulman. (Unesco Copyright Bulletin, Vol. 3, No.1. Page 81i—83.) 5 
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Librarian, Benares Hindu University. 


It is indeed a matter for gratification to note that the Govt. of India in 
the March 1950 issue of Education Quarterly have outlined ascheme 
to establish a Central Library in Delhi with the privilege of a Copy- 
right Act. Under the Copyright Act it will receive one copy of those 
publications printed in the country and registered under the Copyright 
Act. It is needless to affirm that no nation can claim its individuality 
that has not preserved its culture through literary and scientific works, 
preserved either in libraries or museums. A glance at the history of 
the various European nations evidently shows us with what great fore- 
sight and steadfastness they set on the enforcement of alegal deposit 
of all the literary and artistic publications and how they have been 
able to march ahead of all other belated nations. The bulk of the 
collection of national libraries like the British Museum, London, Bibli- 
otheque Nationale de France, Paris, Die Prusissche stats bibliothek, 
Berlin, Library of Congress, Washington, the recently built Imperial 
Library, Tokyo, is neither solely by purchase or gift, but is largely 
due to the operation of Copyright Act. Rome was not built in a day 
and created miraculously with ‘Aladdin’s Lamp”. The literary treasures 
of a nation are patiently built up from the necleus of their respective 
royal collections bequeathed to the nation. Despite the British suzerainty 
in India for nearly three centuries, no sympathetic outlook in the develop- 
ment of the cultural side has been evinced by them, as it was 
not to their interest. They were apathetic towards the interest and progress 
of India and deliberately carried away its literary and artistic treasures to 
adorn the British Museum, Before understanding fully the significance 
of the compulsory deposit of the printed matter in accordance with the 
Copyright Act, it is worthwhile to note what is meant by copyright law 
and how different nations took advantage to preserve the nation’s treasure 
for heritage. 


What is Copyright? 

Milton in his famous ‘Areopagitica’ made a strong plea for the liberty 
to know, to utter and to argue freely according to conscience and has 
cogently expressed : *Manya man lives a burden to the earth, but a good 
book is the precious life-blood of many a master-spirit embalmed and 
treasured upon purpose toa life beyond life’. We have to look upon 
with great sanctity on the created works of authors and their right 
in respect of those works. Prof. Shaler of Harvard, an eminent 
authority on copyright law writes : ‘When we come to weigh the rights 
of several sorts of property which can be held by man...it will be 
clearly seen that the intellectual property is afterall the only absolute 
possession in the world. The man who brings out of nothingness 
some child of his thought has rights therein which cannot belong 
to any other sort of property... The inventor of a book or other contrivance 
of thought holds his property as God holds it by right of creation.’ 
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Sir Frank Mackinnon points out that ‘‘no man buta block-head ever 
wrote except for money. In order to increase the number of books 
worth reading mankind has been concerned to see that writers may 
get some reward for their industries and so there came to be devised 
that security for them which we call copyright’. 


The history of English copyright begins with the first celebrated 
Copyright Act of 1709, though something akin to protection of copy- 
right existed for at least a century and half before that date. The 
1842 Act were replaced by the Actof 1911. It affected three important 
changes : (1) increasing the period of copyright to the life of the author 
and 50 years after his death, (2) abolishing the register at Stationers’ 
Hall, (3) and altering the nature of the perpetual common law right 
of an author. 


International Copyright : its purpose 

Copyright protection has been secured by legislation in every country. 
Later, it was found desirable that the protection should be extended 
to authors of countries with which a close literary intercourse has 
been developed. Attempts have been made from as early as 1790 to 
develop an international copyright with the above purpose of securing 
to all authors automatically protection for their works everywhere. In 
the modern days on payment of a few cents of postage an author 
can send copies of his works to all parts of the world if he is assured 
that it will be respected everywhere it goes. From 1882-86, the 
international copyright conventions were held in different places and 
were later revised in 1896, Paris, 1908 Berlin,and 1928 Rome. The 
countries which signed and ratified were constituted into a union for 
the protection of the rights of authors in their literary and artistic 
works. In the 1928 Berne Convention 40 nations excepting U.S.A., 
Russia and China, were included in the convention. It is a commend- 
able feature that the UNESCO has been considering the basis of a 
universal copyright to secure to all authors protection for their works 
everywhere in the world. A free and unrestricted exchange of books 
will not only engender friendly relations between different peoples, 
but will conduce to the world peace ultimately. Sacredness of literary 
property is indispensable. Such a beneficial exchange cannot be brought 
forth unless there is a truly reciprocal copyright protection. 


Importance of Copyright Act to Library 

The outcome of the Copyright Act is the extension of the absolute 
natural rights of individuals to the possession of their intellectual property to 
the advantage of the nation as a whole. This can be done by enforcement of 
the legal deposit system of all publications published in an area in order to 
preserve all the attainments, literary, scientific, artistic or otherwise in a 
library or museum which representa nation. Hence, in every one of the 
countries, the Copyright Act includes an article relating to the delivery of 
books to certain libraries for preservation. 


In England, by the Act of 1666 every printer was required to deliver 
copies of the best printed books to the master of the Stationers’ Company 
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for the use of the King’s Library and two other universities. The 
Act of 1709 required 9 copies to be delivered at Stationers’ Hall for 
the Royal Library, the two English and four Scottish Universities, 
Sion College and Advocates’ Library, Edinburgh, etc. The 1842 Act 
required one copy to be delivered at the British Museum, and 4 copies 
for the Oxford and Cambridge Universities, Advocates’ Library and 
Library of Trinity College. The Act of 1911 requires delivery of 5 
copies for libraries and the 6th for the National Library of Wales. 
Every book must be sent to the British Museum, but to the other 
libraries only those for which a written demand by the authorities of 
any of the libraries is made within a year of publication. 


The Copyright Act of India 1914, clause 15, which repealed the 
Act of 1847, provides under the heading ‘Delivery of books to certain 
Libraries,” that one copy of every book, published in the United 
Kingdom, shall be delivered to the British Museum within one month 
of publication. while 5 other libraries, University libraries of Oxford 
and Cambridge, the National Library of Scotlznd and Wales and 
Trinity College of Dublin, possess a right to claim every such book 
if they choose to do so. The British Museum, the National Library 
of England must -receive every book—every printed matter -—while others 
need not take every thing but can have books of choice. 


The copyright privilege is of greatimportance to national economy. 
It enables future generations an easy access to the literature and thought 
of the past. It makes a great saving on the library funds, which can 
as well be utilised for the purchase of foreign publications. It further 
enables the national libraries to run efficiently. 


Objections for Copyright Libraries 


As pointed out by F. Rider in his book ‘The Scholar and the Future of 
the Research Library,’ the profuse growth of literature in every country 
faces us with the four important problems of space, shelving, staff and 
cost. In order to solve this grave problem new solutions like micro-filming 
of books are being suggested. A few of the problems embarrassing us 
by the intake of the copyright publications will be whether every 
printed material is to be accepted and preserved. 


The working of the Copyright Act of England should be an eye-opener 
to us in the matter of preservation of all printed matter. The selective 
method adopted by Oxford and Cambridge due to lack of accommodation 
and funds constrains scholars of the universities to seek the British 
Museum for materials not available in their libraries. Books considered 
trifles, gain all of a sudden importance and tastes of a particular 
kind which would all of a sudden be eschewed as new fashions come 
into vogue. The preservation of all printed material will be of great 
help to future generations. Occasionally we find that unthought of 
books are requisitioned and to draw a demarcation line between the 
rejectable and acceptable ones is difficult. A national central library 
should preserve practically every book, periodical and newspaper, 
published in the country, though much of this be considered as 
rubbish. 
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There is an argument that the publisher or author should not be taxed 
to maintain a few favoured libraries. This is a very narrow outlook; 
the national libraries are the sources from which book-production 
originates; they are the great customers for the book trade. The tax 
due to the gift of a few copies is not so burdensome. In fact the 
publisher while fixing the price of a book can take into consideration 
the cost of the copies meant for copyright and for reviews, etc., 
and fix in such a way that the cost is borne by the rest. 


Efforts for Copyright Libraries in India 


The absolute need to preserve the literary output of the country 
in one or more centres of India has been recognised from 1909 onwards. 
Questions put in the Legislative Chambers and replies made by honourable 
members indicate that the Government had been contemplating 
from 1909 onwards to create a copyright library and that for want 
of accommodation they deferred the matter, The vigorous efforts of 
J. A. Chapman in procuring expert opinions and agitating for the copy- 
right library between 1917-22 resulted in the Government of India 
expressing their opinion of the need not of one but of four such 
libraries in the different parts of India—Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay and 
Madras., so that the collections may be made readily available. But 
later we find that the scheme fizzled out in mere correspondence and 
objections relating to staff, maintenance, bibliographic preparation and 
storage and the agitation of the publishers relating to the delivery of 
free copies stood in the way of the conferment of the privileges ofa 
copyright library on the Imperial Library. 


The matter was again revived and pursued in 1931 by Khan Bahadur 
K. M. Asadullah. He got a sub-committee appointed to consider the 
scheme for the conversion of the Imperial Library into a copyright 
library. In the end he was directed by the Chairman of the Imperial 
Library Council that the Government had no idea of carrying into 
effect any scheme for the conversion of the Imperial Library into a 
copyright one and that he should not further proceed into the matter. 
The Government of India which was alien in its set-up always evinced 
lip sympathy and expressed times out of number that the lack of a copy- 
right library is inconsistant with the progress of scholarship in the 
country. 


Implementation of Copyright Library 

The most immediate step the National Government should take is to 
replace the Victorian Copyright Act by a new one and establish a new 
National Central library at Delhi with the nucleus of books made up 
from the India Office Library, British Museum, Oxford and Cambridge 
University Libraries, with a Copyright Act and maintain the Imperial 
Library at Calcutta and a few other centres with the right to claim 
every book. The N.C. L. should be the official representative of India 
in all library matters and should be the pivot for the provincial 
chains of libraries. It should be a depository of all the publications 
of the country including the provincial and legislative regions. It 
should receive the second copyright copy of any book published in India, 
the first being deposited either in the linguistic regional head-quarters 
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preferably a University if one such happens to be there ora provincial 
metropolis. This has further to act as a reservoir and liaision at the 
apex of the whole Library System with the privilege of corresponding 
for International loan when required. If maintenance of one or two 
more second line libraries is decided, a third copy may be deposited 
in the Imperial Library which will be knownin future as the Bengal 
Provincial Library. 


As already suggested it whould be advisable that afew Universities 
like Benares, Madras and Bombay in different regions of the country 
be preferred to get the 3 other copies. Thusthe total number of copies 
to be deposited should be six. 


The different linguistic regions of the country, preferably the 
Universities of those linguistic areas, should be made the Copyright 
Libraries for the respective languages as :—Calcutta for Bengali, Cuttack 
for Oriya, Waltair for Andhra, Madras for Tamil, Mysore for Canarese, 
Trivandrum for Malayalam, Poona for Marathi, Baroda for Gujrati, 
Allahabad or Benares for Hindi. Benares being the centre of Sanskrit 
learning from the most ancient times, all Sanskrit publications should 
be deposited in the Benares Hindu University including the many 
books of the India Office Library, etc. Books relating to Urdu may 
be deposited in the Lucknow University or Metropolitan Library. 
These should function as coordinating libraries for the region and should 
act as exchange bureau with cumulative catalogues. 


Every province should have a provincial centre at its metropolis with 
its nucleus made up by the transference of books fromthe Registrar 
of books which is to be abolished and merged in the provincial centre. 
Those of the provincial headquarters which do not come under any 
linguistic region should serve as copyright libraries for the province. 


Conclusion 


The Government policy of creating at present only a central library 
with copyright attached to it is to be viewed as a measure of caution 
to gain the requisite experience in the successful working of the same. 
The Great Wars have taught every civilized nation the absolute necessity 
of building a secondline library to fall back onit in case the worst 
happens to any one. As such we hope fervently that the national 
Government will not be niggardly to stop with this much legislation 
for one copy of the book only, but will take an advance step in 
enhancing the number of copies of books to be distributed to various 
centres and Universities as outlined in the above-mentioned scheme 
and thus safeguard the interests of the country with a great foresight 
and farsight. A conference of the expert Librarians and Ministry of 
Education should arrive ata decision in the framing of the structure 
of the copyright libraries so that the nation cannot lag behind in the 
facilities. 


Savants of Library science like Dr. Ranganathan have already 
envisaged a vision of the copyright structure of the country and how the 
nucleus should be made up by releasing as many India Publications as is 
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possible from the British Museum, Oxford and Cambridge Universities 
Libraries, India Office Library and from the Registrar of books of the 
different States of India. 


The inauguration of the Indian Republic is a proper occassion for the 
commencement of a copyright library. The scheme outlined by the 
Government of India and the President of the Indian Library Association, 
deserve immediate attention. Without a copyright library in our 
country, it is impossible to embark on a badly needed National 
Bibliography. For centuries we had been failing in the preparation, 
use and advantages of a labour-saving device in all our intellectual 
activity. 


The cost of maintaining a copyright library will be nominal, while the 
good results it may yield, one such being the preparation of a National 
Bibliography, will be of immense benefit and blessing to the 
world of learning 


If India is to attain to its past glory and be in the front ranks of the 
comity of nations and attract scholars from distant lands as in days 
of yore to study its wonderful, many-sided culture, the copyright 
library—the Pyrean spring—will be the haven at which the votary 
of learning will come to quench his insatiable thirst for Knowledge 
and Wisdom. 


FREE LIBRARY NETWORK 


The need for revival of cultural learning and spread of literature in 
the vernacular jlanguages is seen in suggestions by the Punjab Library 
Association and the Council of the Indian Library Association urging 
the Centre to introduce early legislation which would develop a network 
of free public libraries in every State. 


According to Mr. Sant Ram Bhatia, a librarian all his life and Editor of 
the Indian Librarian, the Centre has been requested to appoint a Public 
Libraries Commission with the object of making a comprehensive all- 
India survey. 


If the Punjab (I) decides to introduce legislation it is now considering, it 
will fall into line with Bombay and Madras which already have their 
Public Libraries Acts. Bombay makes grants to its many taluka libraries 
provided that these are free for everyone’s use. Madras considers that 
libraries, as in Britain, should be the responsibility of local bodies, 
and has ruled that each district should maintain a free library. In 
Madras itself, under the City Municipal Act a special library cess 
of six pies in the rupee on the property or house tax goes towards 
paying for the upkeep of local libraries. 


This also is the method advocated by the Punjab Library Association. 
Norway’s 700 municipalities are required by law to set aside a certain 


SEPTEMBER, 1950 49 





FREE LIBRARY NETWORK 


amount every year for their local libraries. In Britain libraries are suppor- 
ted by both local rates and State grants. 


Baroda Library 

Librarian bodies in many States, including the Punjab (I) are perturbed 
by the general lack of facilities. The fine public Libraries in some of 
the bigger cities are the exceptions. The only good open shelves library 
“where readers can browse at will” is said to be the Baroda Central 
Library with its 141,000 books. 


The Punjab (1) lost five out of the six Lahore libraries, including the 
University Library with nearly 200,000 books. Only the Dwarkadas 
Library could be brought to Simla largely intact. Luckily there are 
other libraries in Simla. Recently the old Simla Station Library, 
a legacy of the British, established in 1838 by a Mr. Barrett, a 
British businessman, was merged withthe Simla Municipal Library. 
Among the former’s 16,000 books there are over 1,800 rare volumes on 
natural history, philosophy and nineteenth century memoirs by a large 
number of British officials and scholars. Some of these books may be 
on view at the Book Festival in Simla next month. 


Although in the United Punjab cooperative societies were encouraged 
to help the village panchayats to form libraries, very few were 
established. Since partition, the Punjab (I), however has had hardly any 
time or money to develop libraries or services, and most of the 35 
existing ones, being subscription ones, are exclusive institutions, accesible 
to comparatively few. This state of affairs, experts say, is evident in 


every State in India. 


“‘People’s Universities” 

Librarian bodies are considering ways and means to develop libraries 
on sound lines. They want to bring about legislation on the lines 
of the British Libraries Acts of 1850 onwards. They aim at making libraries 
‘“‘people’s universities’? as in Britain, this year celebrating the centenary 
of her first Public Libraries Act. 


They want these libraries to be locally maintained and housed 
rent-free in municipal buildings. Efficient distribution of books and 
exchange between different libraries within the State and between States 
is considered vital for a rapid development in a country where books 
are not plentiful. 


University libraries are considered even worse than public libraries 
and came in for harsh criticism by the Radhakrishnan University Education 
Commission Report last year. Several of them, it said, were stuffed with 
obsolete books, no attempt being mide to replace outdated editions. 
Others were just a mass of books stacked anyhow with no arrangement 
of sets and no space where readers could sit. Most university libraries 
spend from 2.7%to 6.5% of their budget on libraries and this includes 
administration service and maintenance according to the Radhakrishnan 
Report. They recommend the same figure of 6.5% for books alone as 
recommended by the Americin Library Association and the President 
Trunvan Commission on Libraries ; or from Rs. 65 to 85 per student 
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The Punjab (I) University Library, which spends Rs. 1 lakh yearly 
out of its Rs. 34 lakhs budget is spending 3%. So far ithas received 
little or no Government assistance. 


The library associations desire a Central Public Library inevery State, 
and a National Public Library in Delhi. Since these would also be 
copyright libraries, receiving a copy of every book and official document 
published, they would help the research student in particular, and 
would make available documents which at present repose on the obscure 
and inaccessible shelves of the civil secretariats. 


Punjab (I) since partition has acquired a large number of old MSS., 
valuable for research in Indian philosophy, history and literature. Four 
thousand sanads. documents and historical books in English, Urdu 
Persian and Arabic were procured as the result of a salvage drive. 
The more important of the MSS obtained from the old Civil Secretariat 
(Anarkali’s Tomb) at Lahore have been classified and repaired, while 
many more damaged and brittle have yet to be attended to. 


In support of the proposed library development, a considerable expan- 
sion of the publishing industry in the 20 odd languages seems called 
for experts reckon. With the interest of the masses increasing in 
literacy and in the world around a great future awaits the publisher. 
But success will be governed by technical advancement.— The Statesman. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Library Legislation 


It has been found from the provisional agenda for the Bombay Legis- 
lature that 17 Bills-eight official and nine non-official -and 30 resolutions 
are included for the ensuing session of the Bombay Legislative Assembly, 
which is scheduled to commence from September 25, It has been 
repeatedly stressed that there is an immediate need for enacting an 
adequate Library Legislationin India, and the Draft Library Bills for 
the same have already been submitted to the Governments of the Indian 
Union and its constituent States. So far as the State of Bombay is con- 
cerned, a Draft Library Bill was submitted to the Government of Bombay 
early in 1950 by the Indian Library Association through its President 
Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, and a Committee of Officers had been appointed 
by the said Government for examining the said Bill and accordingly the 
Indian Library Association was informed by the Government of Bombay 
to that effect. It was,therefore, presumed that the said Bill would find 
a place in the agenda of the Poona Session or the Bombay Session at the 
latest. But the noninclusion of the said Library Bill in the provisional 
agenda so far, shows that it has not yet been fully examined by the said 
Committee. Looking to what is being done by the UNESCO in the 
field of Library Service, it is high time that the Government at the centre 
and in various States should give priority to Library Legislation in view 
of the comprehensive country-wide Library System being one of the 
recognised agencies for developing human resources of acountry. It is, 
therefore, requested that the Library Bill be soon examined and included 
in the agenda so that the coming Session will find it duly introduced, 
discussed and passed. —H. K. Vyas. 
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UPENDRA NATH ASHK 


Upendra Nath Ashk ~~ was 
born on the 14th December 1910 
at Jullundur City (Punjab). He 
is the second sonof late Pt. Madho 
Ram, Station Master and late Sh. 
Basanti Devi. He did his Matric in 
S.A.S. High School, Jullundur 
and took his degree from D.A. VY. 
College, Jullundur in 1931. 





After taking his degree Sjt. Ashk 
started his career as a school teacher 
in S. A. S. High School, Jullundur, 
his own Alma Mater. But he got 
fed up soon and after six months’ 
experience as a school teacher, he 
left for Lahore. There he worked 
for two years in local Vernacular 
papers inthe capacity of first, as a 
reporter and then as a translator- 
cum-sub-editor. In 1934 he went 
to Simla and wrote a book on child 
birth and care for a Lahore physician. Upendra Nath Ashk 
In 1935 he did free lancing, writing 
stories in weeklies and doing tution work. In September 1935 he 
joined Law, which he passed in first division in 1937. During this 
time his first wife fell a victim to Tuberculosis and died after a 
protracted illness. Sjt. Ashk had joined law to become a P.C.S. 
His wife’s death took all the impetus and he left the idea of sitting 
in the competition and wrote stories, plays and poems. For three 
years he did nothing—but wrote. In 1939 he joined a magazine 
‘‘Preetlari’’ at Preet Nagar a utopian colony amidst Amritsar villages 
as its Editor and edited its Hindi and Urdu editions for about two 
years. 








Syt. Ashk started his career as a writer pretty early. His first 
story was published in 1926 when he was in eighth class. Since then 
he has been writing ceaselessly. In whatever service he might have 
been, he has always found time to write. He began as a Punjabi 
poet and kept his Takhlus (Pseudonym) Shanavar which means a 
“‘Swimneer’’. Then he began writing Urdu poemsand after the death 
of a poet friend he borrowed his pseudonym-Ashk (a tear) and though 
he left Urdu poetry long ago, this pseudonym persists. 


Ashk is an jall-rounder, He has written novels, plays, stories 
and poems. Some consider him as a good novelist. His big novel 
“Girti Diwaren’”’. created a stir in Hindi Literature others a good 
story writer, still others as a dramatist. Critics and writers do not 
lack who think that his original genius lies in poetry. 
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UPENDRA NATH ASHK 

His stories and plays have been translated in Sindhi, Marathi, 
Gujarati, Tamil and English, but no collections have been brought 
out yet except three in Sindhi. Almost all of his plays have been 
broadcasted from various stations of All India Radio. 


He writes in Urdu, Hindi and Gurmukhi all the three languages 
and is among the top-ranking Urdu and Hindi writers. A list of his 
Hindi books is as follows:— 


Novels :-Girti Diwaran - Sitaron Ke Khel - Garam Rakh. 


Story Collections:— Pinjra- Ankur - Chchinte - Do Dhara 
Nishanian - Kala Sahab. 


Plays :—Jai Prajai - Chchta Beta - Swarag Ki Jhalak. 


One Act Plays:—Devtaon Ki Chchaya Men - Charvahe - Toofan Se 
Pehle - Adi Marag - Qaid & Uran. 


Poetry :—Prat Pradip - Urmian - Bargad Ki Beti(A long story in poem) 
Criticism :-Urdu Kavya ki ek nai Dhara, 


THOUGHTS OF AN AMERICAN FRIEND OF INDIA 
ON BOOKS AND LIBRARIES 


William D. Allen, 
Editor, World in Brief. 


There are many in America who recognize the great and rising 
importance of India. And yet an acute awareness of how troubled 
the times are has prevented serious large-scale efforts to bring 
the two cultures closer together. It would be wise for Indian leaders 
to bear in mind, the remarkable capacity that U.S.A. has for quick and 
large-scale action once she does awaken to the need and means fora 
better understanding of India. In other words, Indian cultural leaders 
might wisely start now making blue prints not based on American in- 
difference shown in the past buton an inevitable desire for action on the 
part of important American groups 2, or 5 or 10 years hence. 


The ‘Point 4’ discussions which a spreading of armed conflict may 
delay, are too sound and too obviously advantageous from the viewpoint of 
America to have any but a temporary setback. Action utilizing the truly 
fantastic resources of U.S.A. for bettering the education, libraries, publi- 
shing business of India will very probably seem feasible to Americans within 
a few years but if, when it does, there are not clearly worked out blueprints 
by Indian thinkers, the action will be delayed or confused. 


Exchange of literature: think India represents a very important future 
reading public for U.S.A. material, especially scientific and other technical 
types. The UNESCO efforts are by no means quantitative enough to in- 
fluence history. In keeping with ‘‘Point 4” thinking, the improvement of 
India’s economic welfare through proper scientific reading matter is a logical, 
practical, ‘‘remunerative’’ step. Blueprinting how to go about this, which 
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ages of students are most in need, whether literature should be in English 
or Hindi and of course whether India would welcome such steps, are among 
aspects capable of study in India beginning now. 


I think U.S.A. will eventually represent a fairly significant market for 
non-fiction literature printed in India, if in English language. Many steps 
need to be explored before this could work out. The whole process of 
subscribing to Indian journals and of obtaining books from India is in need’ 
of organizing—and in such a way as not to spend serious sums since there 
isno reason to expect rapid returns. In relation to periodicals, 2 things 
are needed particularly: cheap air freight (such as via Canada), and some 
form of insurance against failure to deliver the paid-for items. While 
people in India are attempting these steps and finding ways of combining 
efforts toward closer, smoother contacts with U.S.A. (and England) a small 
but persistent effort is goingon in U.S.A. to educate American librarians 
and professors to the value of Indian contemporary thinking and ex- 
perience. As far as I know, my very unassuming service, WORLD IN 
BRIEF, is the only center which is trying to impress on America the 
advisability of following India’s thinking and experiments not only for the 
sake of understanding India but as an integral part of universal knowledge. 
In other words I believe the U.S.A. specialist, the forestry man, physician, 
teacher, librarian, etc., needs to absorb the wisdom and experience of 
Indiain his own field, simply so as to be well-informed in his specialty. 
If my concept can be carried across, far more Americans will become 
purchasers. Otherwise one is dealing only with Americans with a very 
special concern for India, whose number is and for years will be restricted. 


SPEAKING OF LIBRARIES 


Peabody Library Expansion—Phenomenal Since 1917 


Peabody college’s library, built in 1917 to accommodate 800, has ex- 
panded its services and facilities until it is able thissummer to take care 
of the reading needs of almost 3800 students on the campus. And without 
any long waiting lines too. 


Foresight and efficiency are the key words in an explanation of the 
almost phenomenal summer operations of the Peabody library with John 
Emmett Burke as librarian. 


Has Met Challenge 

A division of th» joint university libraries, Peabody’s library has met 
successfully the challenge of the college’s largest enrollment in history, 
Burke feels. 


One of the chief factors behind this success is the fact that Peabody’s 
complete stock of reserve books in the humanities and social sciences have 
been transferredto the air-conditioned joint university libarry. This 
system forces students studying in 10 major areas to go to the JUL to do 
the required reading assigned by professors in these fields. 


In addition, the opening hour of the libraries has been advanced to 
6:50 a.m. which means the library facilities areopen to students for 15 and 
one-sixth hours a day. 
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Even though no lines have vet formed inthe library this summer, the 
circulation of b»0ks is equal almost to that of last summer. Last summer 
a total of 13,075 books were circulated in the first seven days of the summer 
quarter. This year, and in spite of the shift of books to the JUL, the circu- 
lation in the corresponding period was 12,940, or almost the same total as 
a year ago. 


The library’s main reading room furnishes 212 seats, seats which are 
always filled during openhours. The graduate study room has a seating 
capacity of 163, desks of which have long been assigned tothe most 
advanced students on the campus, with particular consideration for those 
who commute daily from a distance. 


One important phase of preparations for the summer was a plan for 
certain improvements and renovations inthe library plant. Additional 
fluorescent lighting was installed at the circulation desks, two new fans for 
ventilation were set up in the lower two levels of the book stacks and 
more shelving space was provided in the reserve and general circulation 
areas. 


Burke reports also that the order and cataloging departments have 
kept up with the increased demands since Aprill. Since that date these 
departments have processed and placed on the shelves almost 1100 books 
so ordered for the summer. 


Kept up on Books 


‘*Thus far,’’ the librarian says, ‘‘we can say with sincerity and witha 
sense of accomplishment that we have ordered and processed every book 
that was ordered by the opening of the summer term. Since classes have 
opened, and since the enrollment in some classes has exceeded even the 
expectations of the instructors, the library has complied with all requests 
for additional copies of books to be placed on reserve.” 


—The Nashville Tennessean, Sanday Morning, June 25, 1950. 


EVENTS AND PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


Population Essay Contest 


The 5th Annual Award of Rs. 700/- for the Population Essay 
Contest for 1950 was a dual one, which went to Prof. R. V. Rao, M. A., 
B. T., Ph.D., Derartment of Economics and History, Nizam College, 
Hyderabad, and Prof. B. P. Misra, M. A., Rajendra College, Chapra, 
(Bihar), for outstanding merit. 


The Essays received are as follows in order of merit: 


Population and Planning in India, by Prof. R. V. Rao, Department 
of Economics, & History, Nizam College, Hyderabad-Deccan. 

The Case for and against Family Planning with special reference to 
India, by B. P. Misra, Rajendra College, Chapra (Bihar) 

Role of Social factors in determining quantity and quality of Popula- 
tion, by Puran Chandra Gupta, University of Allahabad, Allahabad. 

The Problem of Population in India, by Vinod Prakash Gupta, 
Delhi. 
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How to protect the life of your baby, by Ram Nath Garg, B. A. 
(Hons), L. L. B., 812 Queens Road, Delhi. 

Postponement of Marriage, its effects, by Satya Paul Ahuja, Delhi. 

Use of Motion Pictures, Comics, Chain-teaching Pamphlets, and 
co - operative libraries in teaching the young people, by Phul 
Chand, Bhadra Disst., Bikaner. 

How to save the life of your baby, by Hari Mohan Jain, Saharanpur. 


The Purpose of the Contest is to deepen the friendship uniting the 
populations of India, Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma, to help interest these 
populations in libraries, to encourage improvement in their education 
and health to honour young leaders of thought who give evidence of 
ability to deal with the problems of population ; and to give young 
people a challenging opportunity for freedom of speech on the subject 
of population. 


_ R.K. Bhan, M.A., Ph.D., (London) of the Ministry of Finance 
Government of India, New Delhi, who is Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, which conducts the Contest every year since 1944. 


The Executive Committee is very greatful to the American donors, 
specially to the Chief donors, Mr. and Mrs. William I. Battin, Jr. of 
New York for their donating the prize for the purpose of establishing 
cultural and friendly relations with India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. 


Further inquiries about the Population Essay Contest (1951) may 
be addressed to the Editor, INDIAN LIBRARIAN. 
The Central Library 

The Government of India have before them a scheme to establish 
a Central library in Delhi with a Copyright Act attached to it. Under 
the Copyright Act, it will receive one copy of all those publications 
printed in the Country and registered under the Copyright Act. 


Participation in the Millenary Celebration of Shaikh Abu Ali Sina 


In connection with the Millenary Celebration of Shaik Abu Ali Sina, 
the Iranian Government propose to bring out a Special Volume containing 
articles on the life and philosophy of the Shaikh. The Governmentof India 
who were requested to contribute articles for the special publication have 
requested the State Governments and the Universities to invite persons 
interested in Indological Research to send articles on the life and philosophy 
of the Shaik. Prominent libraries in India have also been requested to 
furnish to this Ministry lists of books with them bearing on the life and 
philosophy of Shaikh Abu Ali Sina for communication to the Iranian 
Embassy, New Delhi. 


Delhi School of Economics (Delhi University) 


The Government of the U.S.A. presented 400 books worth about 
Rs. 10,000 to the Delhi School of Economics. The present has been made 
as a part of their programme to promote international understanding and 
amity. 
Osmania Oriental Publications Bureau (Dairatul—Maarif—il—Osmania) 


The Bureau has been publishing, ever since its inception in 1888, 
rare Arabic works ranging from the 6th to 14th Centuries. These publi- 
cations represent the best literary, cultural, religious and scientific 
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writings of eminent Arabic scholars. So far about 120 works on subjects 
like Sufism, History, Philology, Medicein, Metaphysics, Common Law 
have been published. An idea of the wide range of subjects and the 
exequisite choice of writers can be gleaned from a persual of the latest 
catalogue of publications of the Dairatul—Maarif—il—Osmania. 


Visual Education (Madhya Pradesh) 


A Central Film library has been opened in the office of the Director 
of Public Instruction with a view to enable the Schools and Colleges to 
get a good number of educational films on various subjects. The library 
hasa stock of 245 16mm sound and silent films and 32 films strips. The 
library permits Schools owing 16mm projectors to borrow films from them. 
An additional 100 films will be added in the current years. The Govern- 
ment also conducteda four days training course in techniques of visual 
education. 


Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Library 


The Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Munshi Saraswati Mandir Granthagar 
(Library), the opening ceremony of which was recently performed by 
Mr. K, M. Munshi, India’s Food Minister, has a choice collection of over 
28,000 printed volumes in English, Sanskrit, Gujarati, Pali, Ardhamagadhi, 
Hindi, Marathi and other Indian and foreign languages. 


Many of the volumes on art and archaeology, languages and linguistics, 
education and history are very rare and valuable. Complete sets of 
research periodicals like the Indian Antiquary, printed volumes of about 
300 years back and illustrated editions of popular volumes are some of its 
specialities. Recently, the library has been brought up-to-date by the 
inclusion of a large number of Gujerati books and works on politics and 
economics. 


Steps to Popularise Library Movement 


Ata meeting recently held under the Presidentship of Sri Panampilly 
Govinda Menon, Education Minister, Travancore-Cochin, which was 
attended among others by prominent people like Messrs. T. A. Abdulla, 
C. Narayana Pilliai, K. A. Matthew and K. M. Augstin, the Trivandrum 
Public library Committee considered about a plan to strengthen the 
library movement in the State. 


It was decided at the meeting that a Central authority to be in charge of 
the Trivandrum Public Library and to control and lead other libraries of the 
State. Representatives of public libray committees and library associations 
and members of the State legislature will be members of this authority. 
Taluk Committees will also be formed under the Central authority. 


Meanwhile, a local library authority has already been formed in 
Malabar under the Chairmanship of Sri K. P Kesava Menon, Editor, 
‘‘Mathrubhumi,” the oldest nationalist daily of Malabar. The authority 
intends to begin work immediately. 


Illinois Sets up new ‘‘Eye and Ear’’ Laboratory for Training Librarians 


In order to meet a growing demand for librarians who have 
been properly trained to handle and use films, radio and recordings, 
slides, exhibits, displays and other so—called audio-visual aids to 
study and training, the University of Illinois Library School, Urbana, 
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Illinois has recently enlarged its regular Field Work schedule to include 
a laboratory program of practical study and work experience with audio- 
visual materials. Training in the new ‘‘Eye and Ear” Laboratory will 
be opened to a limited group of students who enroll in the school 
each semester commencing with the current summer session, 1950. 
Applicants will be admitted to the program on the basis of professional 
qualifications and need. 


According to Dr. C. Walter Stone, specialist in audio-visual and 
adult education, who directs the new program for the Library School, 
the “Eye and E:r’’ Demonstration Laboratory program represents an 
experimental “forward step” taken at Illinois to “‘keep pace with, 
the times and the changing responsibilities of professional librarianship. 
The Laboratory will provide a practical introduction to audio-visual” 
informition and instruction in those skills which are rapidly becoming 
basic for professional workers. 


World Agreement will abolish duties on Books, Newspapers, 
Music and Travel Literature 


Books, newspapers, magazines, manuscripts, music scores, maps 
charts and travel literature will enjoy duty-free entry under an inter- 
national agreement which Unesco is sponsoring asa means of reducing 
barriers to world trade in educational, scientific and cultural materials. 
The text of the convention was approved by Unesco’s 59 Member 
States at the recent General Conference of the Organization in 
Florence. 


The agreement is designed to restore to these materials the benefits 
of free trade which they enjoyed throughout most of the world before 
1914. The two World Wars led to the erection of tariff and other 
trade barriers which have greatly hampered the free flow of information. 
Books have been particularly affected, since more than fifty countries 
today impose customs duties, license systems, postal taxes and other 
restrictions on their international circulation. 


Governments signing the ‘Agreement on the Importation of Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Materials’? will abolish duties on books, 
newspapers, and periodicals of all kinds; on manuscripts, including 
typescripts; on music in manuscript or printed form; and on travel 
ew and tavel literature, such as pamphlets, guides, timetables and 
aeflets. 


At the same time, governments will grant foreign currency for 
books and other publications for public libraries. A special article 
Provides for the duty-free entry of all books and other educational 
material for the blind. 


The agreement will also permit the free importation of paintings, 
drawings and sculpture. Newsreels, educational films and filmstrips 
will likewise be freed from traiff restrictions. Duties will also be 
lifted from a wide range of materials consigned to recognized educat- 
ional, cultural and scientific institutions. These items include: objects 
of art ; sound recordings; scientific instruments; apparatus and collections ; 
patterns; models and wall charts ; and architectural, industrial or engineering 
plans or designs. 
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Unesco is circulating the convention to all its Member States, 
and to Members of the United Nations. It willbe open for signature 
at Lake Success, New York, shortly and will come into force following 
ratification by ten countries. 


The United Kingdom Government has announced that it will 
submit the text to Parliament for ratification. Belgium, France, Luxem- 
bourg, the Netherlands and Switzerland are among other countries 
which are expected to take quick action for legislative approval. 


Following its adoption at Florence, the Director-General of Unesco, 
Dr. Jaime Torres Bodet, said the new world pact represented asubstantial 
contribution in the technical field, to mutual understanding and 
peace. He urged swift ratification to bring it into force. 


This is the second international agreement to be sponsored by 
Unesco. The first, which is designed to abolish duties, quotas 
and licenses hindering the movement of films, recordings and other 
audio-visual aid to education, has now been signed by 18 countries 
and ratified by 3 (Norway, Yugoslavia and Pakistan). Both conventions 
have been sponsored by Unesco in accordance with its constitutional 
mandate to ‘‘recommend such international agreements as may be 
necessary to promote the free flow of ideas by word and image.”’ 


Copyright Office of the Library of Congress Publishes New Subject Index to 
Non-Theatrical Motion Pictures 


An index to the subject-matter of non-theatrical motion pictures 
produced and copyrighted during 1949 is a new feature of the Motion 
Picture Catalog published this week by the Copyright Office of the 
Library of Congress. 


This subject index is one of two features appearing for the first 
time in the issue of this Catalog for the last half of 1949. The other 
feature is the inclusion of filmstrips. The Catalog is available from 
the Copyright Office, the Library of Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 
at 50 cents per copy. 


More than 1,000 new theatrical and non-theatrical films registered 
for copyright during the last six months of 1949 are listed by title. 
Each entry includes information regarding the production of the film, 
its date of release, size, color, running time, contents, credits and cast 
literary source on which the picture was based, and official data relating 
to copyright. 


Three indexes accompany this list. One is a classified index in 
which all films are listed by type, such as features, animated cartoons, 
newsreels, television films, etc. A second index lists pictures under 
the names of the companies producing them, the firms or individuals 
claiming copyright ownership, and other firms associated with the pro- 
duction of the films. Films based upon literary works are listed under 
the authors of these works. The new subject index to non-theatrical 
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Illinois has recently enlarged its regular Field Work schedule to include 
a laboratory program of practical study and work experience with audio- 
visual materials. Training in the new ‘‘Eye and Ear” Laboratory will 
be opened to a limited group of students who enroll in the school 
each semester commencing with the current summer session, 1950. 
Applicants will be admitted to the program on the basis of professional 
qualifications and need. 


According to Dr. C. Walter Stone, specialist in audio-visual and 
adult education, who directs the new program for the Library School, 
the “‘Eye and E:r’’ Demonstration Laboratory program represents an 
experimental “forward step” taken at Illinois to “‘keep pace with, 
the times and the changing responsibilities of professional librarianship. 
The Laboratory will provide a practical introduction to audio-visual” 
informition and instruction in those skills which are rapidly becoming 
basic for professional workers. 


World Agreement will abolish duties on Books, Newspapers, 
Music and Travel Literature 


Books, newspapers, magazines, manuscripts, music scores, maps 
charts and travel literature will enjoy duty-free entry under an inter- 
national agreement which Unesco is sponsoring asa means of reducing 
barriers to world trade in educational, scientific and cultural materials. 
The text of the convention was approved by Unesco’s 59 Member 
States at the recent General Conference of the Organization in 
Florence. 


The agreement is designed to restore to these materials the benefits 
of free trade which they enjoyed throughout most of the world before 
1914. The two World Wars led to the erection of tariff and other 
trade barriers which have greatly hampered the free flow of information. 
Books have been particularly affected, since more than fifty countries 
today impose customs duties, license systems, postal taxes and other 
restrictions on their international circulation. 


Governments signing the ‘Agreement on the Importation of Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Materials” will abolish duties on books, 
newspapers, and periodicals of all kinds; on manuscripts, including 
typescripts; on music in manuscript or printed form; and on _ travel 
— and tavel literature, such as pamphlets, guides, timetables and 
aeflets. 


At the same time, governments will grant foreign currency for 
books and other publications for public libraries. A special article 
Provides for the duty-free entry of all books and other educational 
material for the blind. 


The agreement will also permit the free importation of paintings, 
drawings and sculpture. Newsreels, educational films and filmstrips 
will likewise be freed from traiff restrictions. Duties will also be 
lifted from a wide range of materials consigned to recognized educat- 
ional, cultural and scientific institutions. These items include: objects 
of art ; sound recordings; scientific instruments; apparatus and collections ; 
patterns; models and wall charts ; and architectural, industrial or engineering 
plans or designs. 
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Unesco is circulating the convention to all its Member States, 
and to Members of the United Nations. It willbe open for signature 
at Lake Success, New York, shortly and will come into force following 
ratification by ten countries. 


The United Kingdom Government has announced that it will 
submit the text to Parliament for ratification. Belgium, France, Luxem- 
bourg, the Netherlands and Switzerland are among other countries 
which are expected to take quick action for legislative approval. 


Following its adoption at Florence, the Director-General of Unesco, 
Dr. Jaime Torres Bodet, said the new world pact represented asubstantial 
contribution in the technical field, to mutual understanding and 
peace. He urged swift ratification to bring it into force. 


This is the second international agreement to be sponsored by 
Unesco. The first, which is designed to abolish duties, quotas 
and licenses hindering the movement of films, recordings and other 
audio-visual aid to education, has now been signed by 18 countries 
and ratified by 3 (Norway, Yugoslavia and Pakistan). Both conventions 
have been sponsored by Unesco in accordance with its constitutional 
mandate to “recommend such international agreements as may be 
necessary to promote the free flow of ideas by word and image.”’ 


Copyright Office of the Library of Congress Publishes New Subject Index to 
Non-Theatrical Motion Pictures 


An index to the subject-matter of non-theatrical motion pictures 
produced and copyrighted during 1949 is a new feature of the Motion 
Picture Catalog published this week by the Copyright Office of the 
Library of Congress. 


This subject index is one of two features appearing for the first 
time in the issue of this Catalog for the last half of 1949. The other 
feature is the inclusion of filmstrips. The Catalog is available from 
the Copyright Office, the Library of Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 
at 50 cents per copy. 


More than 1,000 new theatrical and non-theatrical films registered 
for copyright during the last six months of 1949 are listed by title. 
Each entry includes information regarding the production of the film, 
its date of release, size, color, running time, contents, credits and cast 
literary source on which the picture was based, and official data relating 
to copyright. 


Three indexes accompany this list. One is a classified index in 
which all films are listed by type, such as features, animated cartoons, 
newsreels, television films, etc. A second index lists pictures under 
the names of the companies producing them, the firms or individuals 
claiming copyright ownership, and other firms associated with the pro- 
duction of the films. Films based upon literary works are listed under 
the authors of these works. The new subject index to non-theatrical 
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firms provides a convenient grouping of informational films under 
subject matter. This index is expected to serve especially the needs of 
persons planning films programs. 

In addition to these three indexes the catalog also contains a list of the 
motion pictures for which copyright has been renewed during the period 
covered by the catalog. 


The Motion Picture Catalog has been issued semi-annually since 
1947 as Parts 12 and 13 of the Catalog of Copyright Entries, Third 


Series. 


British Methods In Librarianship 

Librarians from Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Italy, Austria, the 
Netherlands and India travelled to Manchester on May 3rd to join three- 
weeks’ British Council course on ‘British Methods of Librarianship.’ The 
S-nior Librarian of San Francisco State College and three Librarians 
from Fouad I University, Cairo, joined them there. 


Based on the library system of Manchester, the course was designed 
to embrace the general trend of library practice in Britain today with 
special emphasis on the public library. Manchester City Librarian, Charles 
Nowell, a former President of the Library Association of Great Britain, 
directed the course. 


The lectures were illustrated by visits to country and mobile libraries, 
and to such famous institutions as the John Rylands Library, Chetham’s 
Library and the Henry Watson Music Library. Members were also able 
to consult a working library of books dealing with librarianship, selected 
from the shelves of the Thomis Greenwood Library for Librarians. 


IX Session of the All India Library Conference 


It has been provisionally decided by the Madhyabharat Library 
Association to hold the Ninth All India Library Conference at Indore, either 
towards the end of April or about the beginning of May 1951. A 
local Reception Committee had been formed with Mr. K.A. Chitale, 
Advocate General as Chairman and Mr. V. S. Moghe, Secretary, Indore 
General Library as Secretary. 


Short Term Course in Librarianship, 1950 

The Poona Library Association conducted its 4th year Summer 
Course from April to June 1950. Fifty two students joined the class and 
forty four were awarded Merit Certificates by Principal D. R. Gadgil, 
President of the Association on Saturday the 12th August 1950. 
The success of the Course is due to the hard work of Messrs V: P. 
Kolhatkar, the Supervisor, R.S. Parkhi, D. V. Kale, S. N. Barve, K. S. 
Hingue, B. N. Patwardhan, J.B Budhkar, P.G. Brahme, V.C. Joshi 
and other comrades in the library field of Poona. 


History of the 2nd Great World War 


A 35-Volume history of War, twelwe Volumes of which would relate to 
to the medical history is under preparation of the Section of the Defence 
Ministry, Government of India at Simla. 


_ In this Section, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President at his recent visit to 
Simla, was shown copies of letters whiah the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem 
had written to Hitler and the replies that had been sent by Hitler’s 
Secretary to the Grand Mufti. 
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Among the Volumes ready are those relating to the defence of India, 
policy and planning and the history of the Indian National Army and 
the growth, expansion and Indianisation for war supply and war industries 
and some films relating to the Campaign in Burma, North Africa, 
East Africa, Italy and the Middle East. On the Medical side, the 
Volumes ready are those on disease control and malaria, food and nutrition 
and a few others. 

Stalin’ s Publication in 248th Edition 


About 38 million copies of Stalin’s ‘Short history of the Communist 
party of the Soviet Union” have been circulated since its first publication 
12 years ago. 


This figure, with other striking ones, is given in an announcement on 
the date of the anniversary of the publication. The Work has been 
translated into 66 languages and has gone through 248 editions. About 
140,000 copies have been sold in Britain. 


Bombay Library Association 


The Association has passed the following Resolution in their meeting 
held on 12th August 1950. 


‘Resolved that this meeting recommends to the Executive Committee 
and the Editorial Board that one of the issues of The Abgila (Annals, 
Bulletin and Granthalaya of the Indian Library Association) be pub- 
lished as a Memorial Number in honour of the late Khan Bahadur 
K. M. Assadullah, who as the Librarian of the Imperial Library, (Now 
National Library) in Calcutta, had to his credit meritorious and disting- 
uished services in the Library profession and in the Field of Libsary 
Science for a period of 17 years, and, in his capacities as the Honorary 
General Secretary of the Indian Library Association right since its 
inception in 1933, and as the Ediror of ‘The Library Bulletin’ for 
some years, served the cause of the Indian Library Association in 
particular and the Library Movement in general till his retirement 
in November 1947”. 

“‘What the Reference Librarian Should Know About Copyright : 
Copyright Office Presentation’’. 1 

Mr, Abraham L. Kaminstein, Chief of the Examining Division of 
the Copyright Office, spoke on three points: (1) What copyright = 
and how it is obtained; (2) how a person can find out what is under 
copyright protection, and (3) what fair use is, 7. e. how much may be 
copied from a work under copyright without permission of the copy- 
right owner, 


Mr. Kaminstein pointed out (1) the difference between common 
law copyright protection and statutory copyright protection; (2) the 
fact that permission of the Copyright Office is not necessary to obtain 
copyright, which is obtained, under the law, by publication with the 
proper notice, and (3) how copyright may be inadvertently lost. To 
ascertain whether a work is under copyright Mr. Kaminstein stated 
that it is necessary only to examine the work to see whether it bears 
a copyright notice and what the date of copyright is. In relation to 














1 At the meeting of the Subscription Books Committee on Tuesday, July 18, 
presided over by Joseph W. Rogers, Copyright Office, Library of Congress in 
Cleveland in connection with The Sixty-ninth Annual Conference of the American 
Library Association. (Taken From the Appendix to the Library of Congress Information 
Bulletin, July 31, 1950.) 
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fair use, Mr. Kaminstein made clear the fact that there is no rule of 
thumb to determine how much material may be quoted or copied; 
that the purpose of the quotation or duplication is important in de- 
termining fair use. 

Frederic A. Melcher of the R. R. Bowker Company discussed the pro- 
blem of copyright from the publisher’s point of view. He gave a 
brief history of copyright; showed that piracy in publishing is curtailed 
not only by copyright protection but by ethical standards maintained 
by publishing houses. He emphasized the difficulties publishers face 
in interpreting the provisions of the copyright act and in protecting 
all the rights of the authors they represent, particularly since the 
development of subsidiary rights such as motion pictures reproduc- 
tions. (M. B.M.) 


Dr. G. T. Kale, D.Sc., Librarian, Indian Institute of Science 
Library, Bangalore, has been appointed as the Senior Scientific Officer 
in the Central Food Technological Research Institute, Mysore and will 
be incharge of the Division of Food Information and Statistics. 

Mr. H.K. Vyas, Librarian, People’s Free Library and Reading 
Room, Bombay, has been elected as the Honorary Secretary of the 
Bombay Library Association. 

Librarians in Conference 

The special celebrations of the Centenary year, the presence of 
distinguished visitors from abroad and of speakers from outside the 
profession - Earl Mountbatten of Burma, who gave the presidential address 
was among them -the numerous social functions and, not least, the 
choice of London as the setting, gave this year’s Annual Conference 
of the Library Association a rather more formal character than usual. 
Although reminiscence was, very naturally, a dominating theme in the 
various addresses—Mr. Charles Nowell, City Librarian of Manchester, 
gave the historical backward glance over the 100 years, while others, 
notably Miss A. S. Cooke, formerly of Kent County Library, found evi- 
dence of change and progress in personal memories of literary work 
from the twenties onwards—there were also the customary discussions 
of various aspects of library work, covering the cooperation of school 
and library, the function and importance of special libraries, the 
development of librarianship in America,and so on. The annual lecture 
was delivered by Sir Arnold Plant, Cassell Professor of Commerce in 
the University of London, who chose to talk on the question: ‘Are 
Libraries Businesslike’’? And in a controversia! and stimulating paper, 
Mr. Clough, Deputy Librarian of Brighton, showed that librarians, as 
well as looking back, are anxions to increase the momentium which, as 
Sir Frank Stenton remarked in his Centenary message to the Association, 
is carrying the public library movement ‘Consistently toa wider inter- 
pretation of its functions’. (The Times Literary Supplement, Sept. 22’ 50.) 











IMPORTANT to ADVERTISERS 

The Indian Librarian is acknowledged to be one of the 
premier library and literary journals in India. It is the best mediums 
for publicity campaign of the sellers, The advertiser will receive a 
good return for publicity in this journal, becausc, apart from its wide 
circulation, the quality of its readers in the University, College, 
Public, Special and Government Libr. ries is high, that is, it circulate 
amongst the best buyers. MANAGER, THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN. 
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BOOK SELECTION GUIDE 


This list of selected new publications is compiled with the assistance 
of the Universities Library, Bombay and Mysore; National Library, 
Calcutta; British Book News, London; Library Review, Glasgow; Ontario 
Library Review, Toronto; Library Journal, New York; Book Review 
Digest, New York; and the U. S. Quarterly Book Review. The Classifi- 
cation follows the third figure of the Dewey Decimal System of Library 
Classification. 


General Works 


Cockerell,D. Book binding and the care of books. 025 
Collison, R.L. Libray Assistance to readers. 028 
Dinton, J.P. Education of librarianship. 020 
Library of Congress. Annual report of the Librarian of Congress, 

June 1949, 027 
Liverpool Public Libraries Centenary 1850-1950. 027 
McColvin L.R. Public library extension. 027 
Osborne. E. & Sharr.F.A, County library practice. 027 
Sherrie, H.& Jones, P.M. Short list of Subject Headings 025 
Unesco. Bibliography of Scienitfic Publications of South Asia 

(India, Burm. Ceylon) No. 1 Jan. to June ‘49. 016 

Philosophy 
Allen, L. L. Personality: Its cultivation and power and how to attian, 137 
Bullett,G. The English ‘mystics. 149 
Divanji P.C. Critical word-index to the Bhagavad Gita. 136 
Gandhi M. K. The Wheel of fortune. - 149 
Huxley, A. Themes and variations (essays). 149 
Nevill, E.M. Everyday problems of childhood. 136 
Sheean, V. Lead, kindly light (India and Gandhi) 181 
Religion 
Bainton, R.H. A life of Martin Luther. 922 
Harrell. C.J, Friends of God. 234 
Keith, M. Boy of Nuzareth. 232 
Knudson, A.C. Basic issues in Christian thought. 234 
O’Conner, N. J. How Bnddhism left India. 294 
Sanjana, R.E.D.P. Zarathushturaand Zarathushtranism in the Avesta. 295 
Spann. J. R. (ed.) Fruits of faith. 234 
Sociology 

Chambers, M. M. (ed.) Universities of the world outside U.S.A. 378 
Chase, S. The proper study of mankind. 301 
Ebon, M. World communism today. 335 
Finer. S. E. A primer of public administration, 354 
Government of India. Our Constitution, 342 
Haq. Ch. A. Pakistan and untouchability. 323 
Joad, C. E. M. The principles of Parliamentary democracy. 321 
Read, H. Education for peace. 370 
Robinson, W. H. Money and the citizean. 332 
Seton, M. C. E. The India Office. 354 
Sharma, I. D. Modern constitution at work. 342 
Theimer, W. Encyclopaedia of world politics. 320 
Unesco. Adult education: current trends & practices. 374 
United Nations. Catalogue cf economic and social projects. 312 
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Language 
Allen, E.F. Dictionary of abbrevations & symbols. 421 
Lewia, M.M. Language in society. 401 
Marples, M. University slang. 427 
Patridge, E. Here, there, and everywhere (essays). 420 
Weston, W.J. A manual of good English. 425 

Natural Science 
Barnett, A. Human species : biology of man. 570 
Brand, L. Vector and Tenson analysis. 512 
Carter, E.F. Physics for everyone. 530 
Dingle, H. Science and human experience. 501 
Einstein, A. The meaning of relativity. 530 
Gooch, B. The strange world of nature. 591 
Hoel, P.G. Introduction to mathematical statistics, 519 
Hoyle, F. The nature of the universe. 1 

5 


Jeffreys, H. Earthquakes & mountains. 
Pearsall, W.H. Mountains and moorlands. 574 
Raghu Vira. Elementary English Indian dictionary of scientific terms. 503 


Raven. C.E. In praise of birds. 598 
Slotkin, J.C. Social anthropology. 572 
Wightman, W.P.D. The growth of scientific idea. 509 
Williams, J.H. Elephant Bill (Burma). 599 
Useful Arts 
Beck, L.F. Human growth. 612 
Beddall, J.L. Hedges for farm and garden. 631 
Clarke, V.M. New times, new methods & new men. 658 
Collins, A.F. Book crafts for seniors. 686 
Cowen, D.V. Flowering tress & Shrubs in India. 638 
Hilditch, T.P. Industrial Chemistry of the fats & waxes. 665 
Keen, A.W. The principles of televisions reception. 621 
Marcus, A. Radio servicing: theory and practice. 621 
Stevenson. A. C, Recent advances in social medicine. 610 
Sutton. O. G. The science of flight. 629 
Fine Arts 
Bradman, D. Farewell to cricket. 796 
Carrington, J. Modern table tennis. 794 
Dikshit, K. N. & Gyani. Founders of the Numismatie Society of India. 737 
Greenwood, E. C. Leathercraft. 745 
Hatfield, A. W. Flowers to know and grow. 716 
Majumdar, D. C. Encyclopaedia of Indian Physical culture. 796 
Schoenberg, A. Style and idea (music). 730 
Strain, P. Pleasures from pictures. 750 
General Literature 
Bentley, E. Bernard Shaw (a study). 822 
Bowen, E. Collected impressions. 820 
Burton, S.H. The criticism of poetry. 808 
Fuller, M. H. Ten selected One Act Plays. 822 
Johnson, S. Prose and poetry: ed. M. Wilson. 828 
Krraka, D. F. All my yesterdays. 828 
Lawrence, D. H. Selected essays. 824 
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Mahood, M. M. Poetry and Humanism. 
Mallaby, G. Wordsworth : A Tribute. 
Mirsky, D. S. Ahistory of Russisn literature. 
Sartre, J. P. What is literature? 

Ward, A. C. Bernard Shaw. 

Woolf, V. The Captain’s deathbed (essays). 


History And Travel 


Abbas, K. A. An Indian looks at America. 

Atkinson, E. T. Notes on the history of the Himalaya of the 
N. W. P., India. 

Bagchi, P. C. India and China. 

Churchill, W. S. The Second Wor!d War. Vol. 3.'(The Grand 

Alliance). 

Daniel, G.E. A Hundred years of Archaeology. 

De Gaury, G. Arabian journey. 

Dutt, R. P. Britain’s crisis of Europe. 

Glazebrook, G. P. de T. A short history of Canada. 

Karaka, D. F. Betrayal in India. 

Kohn, H. The Twentieth Century. 

Lawith, K. Meaning in history. 

Mao Tse-Tung. Problems of Art and Literature. 

Shahani, R. The Amazing English. 

Sengupta, R. Everyday life in Ancient India. 

Smith, W. B. Moscow Mission, 1946-1949, 

Spector, I. An Introduction to Russian history and culture. 

Taylor, J. An Inquiry into the Principles and policy of the 

Government of United States. 
Trevaskir, H. K.Indian Balet. 
Wellock, W. India’s awakening, its national awakening and world 
wide significance. 


Biography 
Aksakaff, S. A Russian School boy. Tr. T. D. Duff. 
Asquith, C. Haply I may remember. 
Benu, E. The Confessions of a Capitalist. 
Carr, E. H. The Romantic exiles. 
Creston, D. In search of two characters. 
Gandhi, M. K. Autobiography. (Abridged) 
Gupta, N. Noble lives. 
Keer, D. Savarkar and his times. 
Mockford, J. Seretse Khama & the Bamangwato. 
Sen, D. C. .Chitanaya and his age. 
Teale, E. W. Dune boy: early years of naturalist. 
Vachell, H. A. In Sober Lwery. 
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OURSELVES 
THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN, December, 1950 
Will Include Articles from: 
Dr. G.T. Kale —- ‘Science Libraries.’ 


Pt. D. Subrahmanyam — ‘A Survey of the last 8 All India Library 


Conferences.’ 
Shri V.S. Moghe — ‘Indore & its Roundabout.’ 
Bernard Fonseca — ‘How British Libraries Have Developed.’ 
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A.C. BHATIA 
REVIEWS 


PUBLIC LIBRARY EXTENSION, 
by Lionel R. McColvin. Paris: Unesco. 1950. 113pp. 4sh. 


This manual deals with an important topic which concerns us 
deeply in India. ‘Public library extension”, by which the author 
means the extension of Public library services sothat they may reach 
more and more people, is very necessary if we have to literate our 
masses. We have to see that we bridge the gap which exists today 
between the specialists and the ordinary citizen. This important task 
is considered from two main aspects: (a) how best can schemes for 
nation-wide library services be planned and implemented and (b) what 
are the practical problems to be overcome, especially in relation to 
library service to small communities and sparsely populated areas. ‘The 
ultimate objective is to establish a true relationship between various 
libraries so that everyone may enjoy the benefits of adequate library 
service. 


Though India may extend her public library services according 
to her financial position, the present conditions of book supply services, 
and to the condition of her people, yet the study of the essential 
purposes of public libraries, the administrative aspects of library extension 
the incentives to extension and the library extension programmes 
explained in the manual under review will guide those who are building 
here a public library structure. 


The manual is written by an experienced librarian not only for 
librarians but also for government officials, educators and others. 
Adequately illustrated, it gathers together the knowledge about public 
libraries in different countries in the past and the present and offers 
a plan which can be followed, with advantage, in India. The chapter 
on library legislation paves the way for taking the initiative in the 
right direction. We feel this highly useful manual must be in the 
hands of every librarian and administrator who really desire to build 
up a new India. 


ADULT EDUCATION ACTIVITIES FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 


by Carl Thomsen, Edward Sydney, Miriam D. Tompkins. Paris: Unesco. 
1950. 102pp. 4sh. 


This manual is the story of the work done by public libraries 
in Denmark, the United Kingdom and the United States to spread 
adult education. It is divided into three parts pertaining to these 
countries and the readers are helped in gaining experience which is 
not so easily available elsewhere. In the part on Denmark, the 
chapters on free educational work and work with adolescents are highly 
interesting. The library system in Denmark is explained at length. 
The growth of the Workers’ Educational Association supported by 
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the Social Democratic Party, the Voluntary Adolescents Schools or 
evening schools and of the University extension movement affords a 
study which cannot be ignored. 


In the second part on the United Kingdom some of the adult 
educational activities in use in the library services have been described. 
The chapters on “public library in action” are tremendously illuminating. 
They sufficiently indicate the variety, vitality and importance of 
the contribution of libraries to the creation of an intellectually alive 
and culturally progressive local community. 


In the last part on the United States of America, the author 
presents typical projects which exemplify current practice. We, in 
India, shall note with interest the working of the readers’ advisory 
services, the State-wide reader guidance plan and the development of 
the new tools for adult education-—recordings, motion pictures, the 
radio, television and other adio-visual materials, Enough light has been 
thrown on the difficult task of co-ordination of the many organisations 
and agencies operating in America, essential to the full development 
and use of adult education opportunities. 


Indian librarians and educators will surely welcome this manual if 
they feel that public libraries must be run with purpose and social, 
economic and political objectives and must cease to be lifeless book 
libraries only. The illustrations add to its value. The three authors 
must be congratulated for their good work, though here or there 
claborations would have enhanced its importance all the more. 


THE GEOLOGY OF WATER SUPPLY, 


by Sir Cyril S. Fox. London: The Technical Press Ltd. 1949, 
209pp.-25sh. net. 


The reviewer has not come across any other book which can excel 
this under review inthe encylopaedic information on the subject, beautiful 
presentation ofthe knowledgeand the simplicity of treatment of most 
defficult questions concerning the geology of water supply. Copious 
examples from the Indian scene and excellent photographs add to’fits 
charm. The bias of the author is towards scientific treatment, and we 
welcome it. 


The present volume—many more volumes are being prepared—is chiefly 
concerned, as the author says, with those meterological and geological 


considerations which affect rainfal and the subsequant utilization of the 
water on the surface of the land or underground. 


The theory has been illustrated by reference to different engineering 
works—which have been studied in a separate chapter. The question of 
constructing dams, particularly, will interest us as we are building a num- 
ber of projects all over the country, Our engineers will be well-advised 
to go through such books on the subject if they want to avoid pitfalls. f+ | 

The problems of underground water and surface supplies, the stabi- 
lity of hill-sides and the bounties of nature inthe form of spasmodic rain- 
fall, ever-changing, over-flowing and dry rivers, floods causing havoc in 
the countryside, percolation, spring flow, evaporation and leakage, silting 
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and scour, mineral and thermal springs and radio-active waters, rock hind- 
rance in boring—treated in different chapters—will look small for us if we 
study this book from cover to cover. Alaymen even will gather enough 
knowledge out of it, not to talk of the expert who is sure to add much to 
his knowledge. 


The book, however, rightly leaves the expert to gain more informa- 
tion by actual experience, laboratory studies supplemented by field 
investigations and surveys involving the recognition of strata and their 
structural relationship. But the theoratical considerations unfolded in this 
volume may help him in ammassing practical details. 


The volume under review dispels the belief that the employment of 
water diviners—as the Central Government is encouraging—is useful. It 
is proved that dispensation of scientiflc knowledge alone can lead us 
anywhere. Even if we are to properly nationalise our water resources, the 
collection of the data of meterological geological and hydrographic facts 
is to be methodical and planned. ‘To accomplish this task, such books 
help greatly. 


This is anexcellent book, written in an easy style, with modesty, 
power and scientific acuman. 


TWENTIETH CENTURY ECONOMIC THOUGHT, 


Edited by Professor Glenn Hoover. New York. Philosophical 
Library, 1950. 819pp. $ 12,00. 


The main trends of the 20th Century economic thought have 
beautifully been summed up in this volume to which contributions 
have been made by well-known American Economists. The carefully 
documented review is a material contribution to literature on Economics, 
written both for the Economists as well as non-Economists-rather more 
convincingly for the latter. Though different schools of thought are 
represented in this book, yet the overall picture is thorough and the 
discussion marvellous. The symposium leaves little to be gathered from 
other volumes on the same subject. 


India must welcome this book. If the economic world matters to us, 
this book matters very greatly and must be read by all who are interested 
in the 20th century economic thought in order to produce a modern 
pattern. 


The present volume impreses the reviewer for another reason: It 
deals with subjects which concern the well-being of mankind, socially, 
economically and politically. For instance, the question of social security, 
equitable distribution of taxation burden, industrial peace, regulation 
of trade unions, international economic policies with no exception of 
international commodity agreements and momentary agencies, economic 
imperialism, prices and wages, immigration, the food supply and popula- 
tion, the influence of dollar economy, etc, have been tackled scholarly. 
Here and there different economic theories dominate the thought, but 
on the whole the discussion is not mainly academic. 

The Editor doesn’t claim any propaganda through the book. But 
unconsciously the subtle “propaganda” has crept into the volume-for a 
capitalistic economy, Little attempt has bsen made to examine “planning” 
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under totalitarianism, to see how far the patterns presented by its advocates 
can be adapted in the non—Communist or non-Socialist countries. After 
all Russian achievements in the economic field cannot be dismissed as 
things of no consequence. 

The reviewer, for instance, fails to account for unemployment and 
labour unrest in America, Britain and other countries which have set up a 
very high standard of living for the workers, Trade Unionism has grown 
there on hostility tewards both the employer and the government, someti- 
mes on non-political lines. The wage policy has remained unconvincing. 
The price level has been considered as unsatisfactory and the dollar mono- 
polisation a contributary factor for international disagreements. America 
has not made any headway to solve its own problem of surplus production 
and that of the slow economic progress of under-developed countries where 
it wants to dump its dollars to create conditions which can necessitate 
American buying. 

The book is, however, fascinating and at least, carries the impreses 
of sincerity of the contributors. 


HOMELESS CHILDREN, 
by Dr. Therese Brosse. Paris: Unesco. 1950. 76pp. 3sh. 


This is the story of how homless children, whose parents died in the 
war, were helped by the UNESCO experts to be rehabilitated once 
again. The war left 1,300,000 children without any shelter in France, 
$,000,000 in Germany, 6,500,000 in Russia, 1,000,000 in Hungary, 2,000,000 
in Yugoslavia and 300,000 in Italy. The figures for orphans are likewise 
staggering : 47,000 in Finland, 500,000 in Poland and 200,000 in Hungary. 

The reports of the Directors of Children’s Communities submitted 
to the International Conference, held in Switzerland, which form a consi- 
derable part of this pamphlet, are gripping and highly entertaining and 
enlightening. Noone in India, who is interested in refugee children’s 
rehabilitation, can miss a thorough study of them. They reveal the gene- 
sis of the problem as well as afford the solution. The pictorial representa- 
tion of the work done in different countries make the pamphlet all the more 
interesting. A casual pictorial reference to a spinning class for refugee 
children at a centre in Delhi should not damp the enthusiasm of the reade- 
rs to attach a significant value to the work done by the UNESCO. We 
hope they will give their appreciation where appreciation is due. On our 
part we feel the gigantic problem of rehabilitation has been tackled in a 
planned, constructive manner for which the UNESCO experts mnst be 
congratulated Dr. Tharese Brosse, by presenting this excellent pamphlet, 
has done a real service to social workers all over the world. 

The reports of the UNESCO experts deal with the history of the chi- 
Idren, their psychological traits, the methods of education and re-education, 
the role of the teacher and the family or children’s community, abnormality 
and the programme to remove aggressiveness and loss of dignity and resto- 
re social re-integration and spiritual values. The solution of the problem 
of selfgovernment in the Children’s Republics and of international under- 
standing is put forth with a clear-cut vision on the future of uprooted chi- 
ldren. The reports show the important part played by the children’s co- 
mmunities in any study of the problems of re-educating war-handicapped 
children. 

A report on the work of rehabilitation of refugee children in India 
would have highly enhanced the value of the pamphlet. Without it even 
we welcome it. 
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REPORT OF THE CONGRESS AGRARIAN REFORMS 
COMMITTEE : 


New Delhi: All India Congress Committee. 1950. 206 pp. Rs. 5/-. 


Those, who accuse the Congress of not taking interest in Agricultural 
Economics, will find, after going through this report, that they are not 
only wrong but also unjustified in their accusation. The interest of the 
Congress to introduce sound agrarian reforms is genuine and can stand 
the test of time. The Report of the Committee under the chairmanship 
of Mr. J. C. Kumarappa is most comprehensive and reveals thorough 
research and real understanding of the agricultural problems facing the 
country today. 

The first four chapters of the report deal with the main problems 
of rights in land, the future pattern of agrarian economy and the place 
of co-operative farming therein, and the question of machinery of land 
management. Other chapters discuss threadbare the problems of agri- 
cultural indebtedness, rural finance and marketing, agricultural labour, 
stabilisation of agricultural prices, agricultural improvements, agro-indust- 
ries, rural welfare and agricultural statistics. 


The authors of the report have done a great service to the Congress 
and the country by sponsoring very good reforms such as: (1) There 
is no place for intermediaries and land must belong to the tillers who should 
be assisted financially to purchase the holdings; (2) The farmers’ 
personality should be developed; (3) There should be no exploitation 
of one class by another; (4) There should be maximum efficiency in 
production; (5) The scheme of reforms should be within the realm of 
practicability; (6) The size of holdings should be : basic, economic and 
optimum; (7) The modes of farming should be: family farms, co- 
operative joint farming, collective farming and state farming; (8) The 
rights in land should be shared between the community and the tiller; 
(9) There should be functional rather than a political approach in 
land administration under a statutory Central Land Commission and 
Provincial Land Commissions assisted by specialised boards such as 
those for Rural Finance, Co-operative Farming, Wages Determination, 
etc.; (19) A Rural Economic Civil Service should be created to execute 
the Commission’s work. The basic unit in the village will be the village 
panchayat; (11) There should be compulsory scaling down of the debts 
of the farmers; (12) The conditions of agricultural labourers must be 
immediately ameliorated; (13) A technique should be evolved for main- 
taining parity between prices of agriculture and industrial commodities; 
(14) There should be provision for basic education with agriculture 
as the main craft, rural health organisation and the development of 
the village panchayat; (15) Agrarian Reforms Commissioners should be 
appointed at the Central and Provincial levels. 


A mention has been made of these reforms to show that the Congress 
thinking on the agrarian problems is judicious, 

We must say that the earlier reports of various Commissions, under 
the British regime, to suggest agrarian reforms look tiny before this 
report. It is highly thought-provoking, written as it is from a patriotic 
point of view. It is a compromise between the Congress school of thought 
and the extremist elements in the country. Wc commend it to all 
students of Economics and Politics and foreigners who want to under- 
stand the agrarian policy of the Congress. 
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A NOTE ON BALANCED CULTIVATION : 
New Delhi: All India Congress Committee. 1950. 58pp. Re. 1/- 


This is an appendix to the report of the Congress Agrarian 
Reforms Committee and contains a note on the balanced cultivation 
by Shri J. C. Kumarappa and statistical calculation of self-sufficiency 
on balanced diet by Shri R.K. Nigam. The two notes are followed 
by 28 tables on population, food and cloth requirements, crops and 
acreage, etc. The first note urges every village to determine what food 
materials, fodder and other necessaries like cotton and oil seeds it 
requires and concentrate its production on these, not for the exchange 
market, but for its own use. The main idea is to remove calories and 
protective food shortage. The second note examines statistically self- 
sufficiency in respect of primary consumption, namely food and cloth. 
The writer reaches the conclusion that an extra 104 million acres 
under cultivation in addition to the 237 millions we have at present 
will be required to achieve the objective. 


The two notes are sure to arouse the interest of research scholars. 


OUR IMMEDIATE PROGRAMME: 
New Delhi. All India Congress Committee. 1950. 99pp. Rs. 2/- 


This is a timely brochure and convincingly reveals that the 
Congress—our major political body—has begun to devote itself seriously 
to economic problems. The country needs stimulation of economic 
thought for economic regeneration and the brochure renders that service 
admirably well. 


The economic programme adumberated in this brochure was drafted 
by the Congress Economic Planning Sub-committee and approved of by 
the conference of the Chief Ministers and the Presidents of the Provincial 
Congress Committee. Theauthors have recognised the necessity of plan- 
ned economy and visualise the adoption of an immediate programme con- 
cerning agrarian economy, cottege and small-scale industries financing of 
agriculture, rural development, growth of industries, labour uplift and 
controls. The idea is to create conditions in which well-balanced economy 
can flourish and the country can be prepared for a five-year programme. 
A judicious combination of the Gandhian ideology anda complex indust- 
rial planning advocated by the writers and its adoption would certainly 
lead the country out of economic chaos with which it is faced today. The 
emphasis on hard work, service and loyalty is most welcome. We strongly 
recommend the brochure to all thinking and active minds. It is very well 
produced. 


ECONOMIC SURVEY OF ASIA AND THE FAR EAST 1949: 


Prepared by the Secretariat of The Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Far East. Lake Success: United Nations. 1950. 485pp. paper- 
bound. 22sh. 6d. (Sales Agent in India: Oxford Book and Stationery 
Company, Scindia House, New Delhi.) 


This Survey prepared by the Secretariat of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East is divided into two parts. 
The first part reviews the economic developments of the region during 
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1949. The second part, dealing withthe principal factors and problems 
underlying the region’s economic development, incorporates the results 
of studies on mineral resources, economic planning, foreign investment 
and flood control, in addition to brief analysis of population changes, 
intra-regional co-operation and the position of the region in the world 
economy. The countries covered by the Survey include: British North 
Borneo, Brunei and Sarawak, Burma, Ceylon, China, Hong Kong, India, 
Indochinese Federation, Indonesia, Federation of Malaya and Singapore, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Phillippine Republic, Thailand, Korea and Japan. 


According to the findings of the Survey, mineral and industrial 
production improved during 1949 as did transport and, to a lesser degree, 
agricultural production. Inflationary pressures were arrested and in some 
countries the measures taken had produced deflationary conditions. Deva- 
luation of most currencies of the region, following the devaluation of the 
pound sterling, exerted a favorable influence. 

But against the over-all improvement in the economic picture must 
be set the fact that “the most disquieting feature’? of the economic 
conditions in the region still persists: the low level of agricultural 
output. Food is still the basic want of Asia and the far East, one 
of the poorest nutritional areas in the world and recent years have 
witnessed a serious decline ofthe region’s position in the world asa pro- 
ducer and supplier of foodstuffs, and also of fibers. 


In the sphere of international trade, 1949 registered a further 
advance over 1948. There was a greater increase in imports than in 
exports, resulting in animport surplus larger than in 1948. The Survey 
states that increased imports succeeded considerably in arresting price 
rises, and in a few countries in bringing down prices. 


Various measures were taken in 1949 to relieve the dollar deficit 
principally by devaluation, export, import and exchange controls. But, 
the Survey points out, ‘tin view of the limited effectiveness of the 
available measures so far taken, continuance of external aid seems to 
be necessary.”’ The dollar deficit is only one partof the general problem 
of overall balance of payments deficit and measures adopted merely 
to relieve the hard currency deficit can only be a partial solution. 
It is suggested that one method of relieving the position is by 
strengthening the economic and financial relation of countries of this 
region with European countries and Japan. 

Where internal strife and political instability impose heavy burdens 
upon the under-developed economies of the region by the maintenance 
of large armed forces, the mobilization of domestic resources and the 
attraction of foreign capital for investment are hardly possible. The 
Survey points out that without a great increase in investment, there 
can be neither adequate rehabilitation nor rapid progress. Such improve- 
ment in production as has been recorded has depended in large part 
on external aid. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA, 


by O. P. Aggarwala & S. K. Aiyar. Delhi: Metropolitan Book 
Co., Ltd. 1950. 380 pp. Rs 10/-. 


The readers will find in this book a very well-balanced commentary 
on the new Constitution of India which came into force on the 26th 
of January, 1950, declaring India as a Sovereign Democratic Republic. 
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The notes appended to each article make references to constitutions 
of big countries which have been made use of by the framers of our 
constitution, to different case law and authoritative works on consti- 
tutional law. A judicious mind has been applied to many of them, 
though at places a detailed study has been sacrificed for brevity, perhaps 
with a view to not lengthening the book beyond a certain limit. We wish 
that the notes on the articles on fundamental rights had been more 
uae rian as these rights are being contested at every stage in India 
today. 


Part II contains all the notifications, rules and orders issued up- 
to-date under the Constitution, which gave a fairly good reading. The 
book is well brought up and will certainly receive the attention of 
the lawyers, legislators and the students of politics, who will appreciate 
the great labour spent on it. 


A SURVEY OF INDIAN CONSTITUTIONALISM, 


by P. Rajeswara Rao; With a Foreword by Dr. B. Pattabhai 
Sitaramayya. Eluru: (W. Godavari). 1950. 304pp. Rs. 6/12. 


The book under review traces the growth of the Indian Consti- 
tution from the Pre-historic and Vedic Age to the present times. The 
patriotic urge with which it is written and the erudition behind the 
collection of material will, in no case, be overlooked by the intelligent 
reader. Written ina simple style, it reads like a story. The author’s 
suggestions here and there, by way of comments on the new consti- 
tution indicate that he is a young writer of sound mind. For instance, 
when he says that ‘‘a specific provision on the lives of the New German 
Constitution that the detenus should not be subjected to physical and 


mental ill-treatment ought to have been incorporated” in our Constitution, 
he voices the feelings of an average Indian, Elsewhere too he has not 
hesitated to criticise the Indian Constitution where criticism is due, though 
on occasions his own prejudices as an advocate of a particular school of 
thought are apparent. But these prejudices do not very much mar the 
importance of the book, which can easily be commended for adult 
education and for non-detailed study, as Dr. Pattabhai Sitaramayya 


says. 


A GUIDE TO A HEALTHY HAPPY SEX LIFE, 


by Dr. R. M. Singh. Jaipur: The S. Health Centre. 1950. (Vol. 1, 
Parts I to III). 364pp. Rs. 4/-. 


Most of the books on sex life written in India are mere a trash. 
But this book is an exception. It is scientifically written and the 
knowledge imparted by it will go along way to enrich the mind of the 
reader rather than misguide him as generally the books on sex life do. 
All schools of thought have been fairly represented and the author’s 
own advice is excellent. Many misconceptions have been removed and 
the reader’s mind disabused of various harmful notions prevalent in 
our society. 


The reviewer enjoyed the book, particularly his chapter on Birth 
Control incorporating suggestions which are highly practical. The 
‘warnings’ given to the reader at different stages are based on scientific 
study. Young Indians will benefit by reading the book. Acquisition of 
sex-knowledge should, no more, be a taboo for them. 
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Religious Books 
HERE I STAND: A Life of Martin Luther, 


by Roland H. Bainton. Nashville. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
1950. 422 pp. $4.75. 


This authoritative, dramatic biography of Martin Luther interprets 
his experience, his work, writings, and lasting contributions. With sound 
historical scholarship and with keen insight into Luther’s religious prob- 
lems and values it recreats the spiritual setting of the sixteenth century, 
shows Luther’s place within it and his influence upon it, and brings the 
spirit and message of Martin Luther to life today. 


Here I Stand is richly illustrated with woodcuts and engravings from 
Luther’s own time - satirical cartoons, ornamented title pages of tracts 
and books, including Luther’s Bible; and portraits of the leaders in the 
political and religious struggle. It is rich also in information and quota- 
tion from firsthand sources selected from the whole range of extant 
sixteenth-century German writings, including some hitherto unused in 
any studies in English. This is a significant contribution to Protestant 
faith-a vivid, discerning portrayal of the man who, because of unshak- 
able faith in his God, could face his asccusers and say: “Here I 
Stand, I cannot do otherwise. God help me.” 


FRUITS OF FAITH, 


Edited by J. Richard Spann. Nashville : Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
1950. 240 pp. $ 2. 50. 


Here are pnetrating, revealing answers to these questions - honest, 
searching answers that reaffirm the vitality and validity of the Christian 
gospel as the only sure means whereby men can live together in peace 
and security. 


_ _ Fruits of Faith is a three-part symposium by eighteen outstanding 
ministers, educators, and administrators. 


Part I is devoted to the cardinal elements of the Chrialian faith 
God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Scriptures, and man. 

Part II discusses the fruits of this faith in the life of the individual 
Christian - his peace of mind, his physical health, his social relationships, 
and his immortality. 


Part III examines the fruits of Christian faith in society-in the 
home, the church, and the community; inthe social problems Pressing 
around us today. 

BOY OF NAZARETH, 


by Marian Keith. [IIustrated by Arthur Harper. Nashville : Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press. 1950. 158 pp. 2.00. 


This book contains a sympathetic, imaginative picture of Jesus’ 
boyhood years in Nazareth. It opens witha happy scene in the market 
place as Jesus leads the children in their play. It goes on with a glimpse 
of the carpenter’s home and shop and of Jesus’ important place there. 
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It tells, too, of the accident and recovery of Nazareth’s good shepherd; 
of the harvesting of the olives and the great windstorm; of Jesus’ meeting 
with a Roman nobleman and receiving from him a gift. Last comes the 
wonderful story of the journey to Toseraleds and of Jesus’ adventure 
there. 


Though the story interest is always uppermost, the author makes 
one feel at home in the Galilean countryside and with the manners and 
customs of the people of Jesus’ time and place. 


FRIENDS OF GOD, 


by Costen J. Harrell. Nashville. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 158pp. 
$ 1,25. 


The brief, vital messages presented in this book have helped men 
and women to that devotional friendship with God for nearly twenty 
years, and now appear in a fresh attractive edition, ready for even greater 
service. 


Clear thought, appealing language and illustrations, and sound, con- 
vincing exposition of the well-chosen scripture topics make this book 
one— — 


— to drop into the pocket for daily refreshment 

— to give new depth to private devotions 

— to bring closer fellowship to the family altar , 

— to provide the setting and the spark for the preparation of a worship 
programme or sermon, 


Hindi Books 
DO DHARA, (Stories) 
by Upendra Nath Ashk and Kaushalaya Ashk. Allahabad : Nilabh 
Prakashan Grah. 259pp. Rs. 3-4-0. 
CHATTHA BETA, (A Play) 
by Upendra Nath Ashk. Allahabad: Nilabh Prakashan Grah. 
1950. 117pp. Rs. 1-12-0. 
DEVTAON KI CHHAYA MEN, (7 Plays) 
by Upendra Nath Ashk. Allahabad : Nilabh Prakashan Grah. 154pp. 
Rs, 2-8-0. 
KAID AUR URRAN, (A Play) 
by Upendra Nath Ashk. Allahabad: Nilabh Prakashan Grah. 1950. 
159pp. Rs. 2-12-0. 
PINJRA, (Stories) 
by Upendra Nath Ashk. Allahabad : Nilabh Prakashan Grah. 204pp. 
Rs, 2-12-0. 


The mind of Ashk. is open to the new influences and impulses that 
are shaping modern Hindi literature. The India of to-day is not a tran- 
quil scene full of the peace and serenity of a forest grove but a grim 
theatre of action where all the forces loosed by modern civilization are 
interlocked in deadly strife. The disinherited of the ages have set their 
teeth on edge andare storming at the old citadels of privilege and rank. 
We do not regard poverty as a well-merited punishment for past misdeeds, 
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but as an ugly consequence of an unjust social order which is an order 
in name only but is in facta chaos where might always bears down right 
and the battle is always to the strong. 


Ashk’s eyes are fixed on this battle-riven scene and its din and smoke 
and blood. He does not feed his mind onthe milk of paradies but on the 
salt water of this sea of human sorrow that has begun to raise its multi— 
tudinons against the few isles of plenty sprawling on its bosom. He thinks 
that the human earth is crowded with as much romance as the celestial 
spaces overhead, and that the tears gathering in the eyes of a hungry 
beggar-child bear witness to the mystery of our life no less than the winged 
fancies of a poet looking at the starts. 


These plays and short stories open a window on the life of that section 
of our society whichinhabits the intermediate zone between wealth and 
utter proverty. 


The plays can be staged with ease. Ashk’s style has few idiosyncra- 
sies and pretentions to boast of, but its simplicity is not without a charm 
of itsown. The plot is alwayscleverly constructed and there are no loose 
ends for precisian eyes to frown upon. 


Kaushalaya Ashk wields a fairle pen and her portrait of her husband 
in ‘Do Dhara’ is a very absorbing study. Ashk’s portraiture of his wife 
is no less piquant. It is a novel experience indeed to hear an Indian hus- 
band and his wife talk aloud about each so frankly and engagingly and one 
is happy for having been allowed to havea peep behind the thick veils of 
custom and convention. 

Brijlal Goswami. 


PRABANDH PIYUSH: (Sixty Essays on Current Topics in Hindi), 


by Professor Vidya Bhaskar Arun, M. A. Julleundur City; Anand 
Brothers, Publishers, Circular Rood, 1950. 272 pp. Rs. 3/4/-. 


The special feature of the book under review is that all the modern 
topics e, g. political, economic, social, scientific, language and litera- 
ture have been dealt with thoroughly by the author. They include, 
besides others, Hindi Code Bill, United Nations Organisation, India’s 
new Constitution, Problems of Indian States, Military Training in India. 
Future of Industrial Progress of India. Devaluation of the rupee 
and sterling inflation, Atomic warfare, International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank, All India Radio, India’s National Language, the 
Kashmir Problem, Rehabilitation of Refugees and Abolition of Zamindari. 
It is scholarly and sound and written with such clarity as to make it 
a fascinating reading for any student of Hindi literature. It also includes 
some talks given by the learned author on the All India Radio at 
Jullundur on some selected sayings of greatmen of the East and the 
West. As to its literary merits, essays on ‘‘Progressive Trend in Literature” 
and ‘‘Munshi Prem Chand as a Novelist” are thought-provoking. Essay 
on ‘“‘Comparative Study of Communism, Socialism, Imperialism and 
Gandhism is an illuminating study on the subject. 


Professor Arun is wields a facile pen and the terms he has coined 
in Hindi for technical words strike one as very apt. The author has 
also appended a fairly useful glossary of Hindi equivalents of important 
English technical and administrative terms which enhance the value of 
the book for purposes of reference. 
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